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Apply Now for 
Money - Saving 
Church Library 
Plan... 











Organize a new library 
or expand the effectiveness 
of the one you now have 


1. Appoint a librarian. Write for your 
registration card. 





» 


Send initial book order with regis- 
tration card, using one of the follow- 


ing: 





FREE TO NEW LIBRARIES—We send you free when your 
library is registered: ‘‘How to Build a Church Library” 
by Christine Buder; 8 Library Posters in 2 colors to ad- 
vertise your library and suggestions on their use; and an 
8-page quarterly paper, ‘“‘The Church Library Book Nook,’’ 
and the 3 lists of books mentioned at the right. 


given.* 





*Excluded from the library discount 
leadership training texts and certain s 


. . . Your own choice of books,* minimum 
of $50. 20% discount on this order makes 
net amount only $40. 


. . . List I contains a basic bookshelf of 
books on the Bible, Jesus, the church, 
Christian faith, Christian education, wor- 
ship and children’s books. List price 
$50.10. Net cost to libraries is $40.08. 


. « List II contains additional books in 
categories given. List price, $50.40. Cost 
to libraries is $40.32. 


. ... Lise III contains books on the Bible, 
religions, Christian faith and action, wor- 
ship, Christian education and for children. 
List price, $51.00. Cost to libraries is $40.80. 


3. We will send you the “Church Library Certificate” with your library 
registration number on it. 
ORDERING LIBRARY BOOKS. 


ALWAYS GIVE THIS NUMBER WHEN 


4. All future orders for library books only (one or more) will receive 
20% discount if librarian signs order and the library number is 


lan are textbooks, 
rt-discount books. 


Library Helps — 


HOW TO BUILD A CHURCH LIBRARY }y Christine 
Buder. This 60-page guide includes chapters on beginning 
the church library, the library committee, and choosing a 
librarian. It tells how to finance, house and equip the library, 
select and order books (gives sources other than books for 
information and inspiration). Tips on keeping records of 
circulation and finances and making reports to the library 
committee, promoting the use of the library, and maintaining 
an attractive library. Complete Library Dedication Service. 
Durable cover. 15A299, $1.00 


see ‘ae general catalog for other supplies 


LIBRARY RECORD BOOK. This 32-page record book is 
a necessary tool to aid in the efficient functioning of your 
church library. It will hold all your library records in one 
volume. There is space for 300 dates of entry, accession 
number, author, title, publisher, year, cost and remarks, PLUS 
11 pages for the financial record of 300 books and other items 
of equipment. Here is a basic form book which all libraries, 
large or small, need for maintaining proper records. 15A303, 
40 cents 
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A Fart 


Live bv 


by Eugene S. Briggs 
President, Phillips University 
Enid, Oklahoma 


— BY problems that seem to have no an- 
swers, with worry, frustration and nameless dread 
of the future banishing sleep, we come on this 
statement: 


“All that you have to do is this: Stop thinking 
about the difficulty, whatever it is, and think about 
God instead. . . . If you can become so absorbed 
in this consideration of the spiritual world that 
you really forget for awhile all about the trouble 
concerning which you began to pray you will pres- 
ently find that you are safely and comfortably out 
of your difficulty.” 

Now this is most rewarding but it is not easy, 
for one soon runs out of what to think, so we turn 
to the Bible: ‘Let us know the Eternal, let us 
make haste to know Him, for He will come to us 
sure as the dawn, come to us like winter rain, like 
spring rain watering the land.” (Hosea 6:3.) 

Paul presents to the Athenians a tremendous 
realization: ‘Indeed He is close to each one of us, 
for it is in Him that we live and move and exist.” 

Just a little study of the astronomer’s universe 
presents to us a God so great that He staggers 
our mentality. On taking an imagined journey 
out into space, traveling at the speed of light, 
“after four years the first neighboring star looms 
large ahead, and after a hundred thousand years 
we come to the outermost limits of the Milky Way, 
of which our Earth is one speck of a planet. Then 
begins a million years’ journey across  starless 
space to the nearest galaxy. Beyond that are 
myriads of galaxies more, perhaps five hundred 
thousand of which we now know.” 

At this point we might give up trying to con- 
tact such a great Creator, but turning to the 
atoms, ‘‘We find that two million of these can lie 
in a line across the dot of an ‘i.’ Yet each atom 
is a complete solar system with electrons whirling 
around a central nucleus like planets around the 
sun.”’* 

So there is order and harmony in His universe, 
and we crave that harmony within ourselves, in 
our individual little lives, but may we expect it? 
“Let all your anxieties fall upon Him, for His 
great interest is in you.” 1 Peter 5:7. 

We can find comfort also in His plan for us and 
we can trust in His goodness. ‘Moreover we know 
that to those who love God, who are called accord- 
ing to His Plan, everything that happens fits into 
a pattern for good. ... In face of all this what 
is there left to say? If God is for us, who can 
be again us? He that did not hesitate to spare 
His own Son but gave Him up for us all—can we 
not trust such a God to give us, with Him, every- 
thing else that we can need?” Romans 8:28-31 
(Phillips). 


*Quoted from Jack Finegan in Like the Great Moun- 
tains. 
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Functions and Names 


T WILL not be a matter of weeks but of 
months before we can assess properly the 
functions of a combined journal. This is due 
partly to the newness of the undertaking. 
It is due, in greater degree, to the fact that 
the church has not always been too clear in 
analyzing the various functions of the pro- 
gram, and their relationship to one another. 

For ourselves, it is not going to be difficult 
to work with a wider portion of the church’s 
interest, so far as our philosophy is con- 
cerned. It will be our purpose to pursue the 
same path we have followed in the parish, 
the college, the seminary and in the editor’s 
chair. 

This view may be expressed in theological 
language in Thomas Campbell’s words: ‘The 
church of Christ upon earth is essentially, 
intentionally, and constitutionally one.’’ 
While fully accepting the wider church im- 
plications of this view, we want to turn our 
attention to the unity of the local congrega- 
tion, itself. 

If the church upon earth is one, there can 
be no logical or scriptural argument in favor 
of a disunited congregation. But many of 
our plans, programs and practices seem to 
ignore the church and seek to exist as sepa- 
rate ends in themselves. Hence, oneness is 
never achieved, and even jealousies are pro- 
moted between the different programs and 
leaders. 

The practice is still all too common, to 
speak of “the church” and “the Sunday 


school.”” What could be more destructive of 
oneness than such language? We love the 
names, like the rich young man loved his 
possessions, and we would almost prefer to 
“go away sorrowful” than to give them up. 

“Sunday school” and “church,” in the way 
they are used, are functions, phases of the 
total program by which the church seeks to 
evangelize and to grow in grace. 

Religious educators prefer expressions like 
“the Sunday church school,” or “the church 
school.” ‘Sunday school” is not a bad title 
itself, except that it nearly always is used in 
contrast to “church.” We call attention to 
our vivid memories of specific places and 
specific persons who appear to be devoted to 
the “Sunday school” but will have nothing 
to do with the “church.” 

We might speak of ‘the church at wor- 
ship,” and “the church at study.” Or, we 
may say “church school” and “worship.” 
Whatever we call the aspects of the church’s 
program, we must be alarmed when separate 
persons set up, and run, two separate pro- 
grams on Sunday morning and compete with 
one another for a following. 

It will be a pleasure for us to consider the 
educational aspects of the church’s life. The 
church is one. Her program on the local 
level ought to be one. Age-levels and func- 
tions have their materials of separate inter- 
ests, but it will do us well to have one jour- 
nal in which we look at the whole. 








Resolutions 


EVERAL people who glance at this edi- 

torial already have broken their New 
Year’s resolutions. That is too bad. _ It 
points up the frailty of the flesh and also 
calls the whole custom of resolutions into 
question. 

There are many kinds of resolutions. Some 
are made by groups. A convention may re- 
solve to honor the departed, to thank the 
hosts, and to meet again next year. Courtesy 
is a fine virtue. However, an even greater 
courtesy would be the implementing of the 
high resolves made during the business ses- 
sions. 

At this season of the year it is personal 
resolutions that are at stake. We know per- 
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sons who would never enter a new year with- 
out some special demands that they insist 
on laying upon themselves. Each year, at 
this time, or by the time Spring comes, some 
of these have already been broken and for- 
gotten. 

The first meaning of the word is, “an act 
of resolving” something. Our trouble is that 
we skip over the first meaning and hurry on 
to a definition of our own that means “some- 
thing I ought to do,” or “a goal which should 
be reached.” These are not in the dictionary. 

Suppose we start over again. It is still 
early in the year. Let’s make a resolution 
“to resolve something” this year. It is no 
resolution if it merely stays in the mind. 
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Our Grand Design Il 


Are we guilty of making our own “lily white” church rolls 
and closing the gate of Heaven with our own “catch questions’? 


The Reach of Church Fellowship 


This is the second in a series 
of three articles adapted from Dr. 
DeGroot’s lectures before the St. 
Louis assembly of the Interna- 
tional Convention of Christian 
Churches. Dr. DeGroot is chair- 
man of the department of church 
history of Texas Christian Uni- 
versity, Fort Worth. 


W: ARE two-hump Camp- 
bellites in the debt we owe to 
Thomas and Alexander Campbell, 
father and son. Their personali- 
ties differed to some degree, but 
they were one in their devotion 
to a commanding cause and in 
their search for what the younger 










by A. T. DeGroot 


termed the “grand design’”’ of the 
church. 

Folklore and fictions arise in 
all groups as they acquire age, 
and one of the fictions current 
among us is that Thomas Camp- 
bell was the gentle, sweet-spirited 
soul who was concerned only for 
the unity of the church, at what- 
ever cost, while Alexander was 
the dominant son who trans- 
formed this plea into a rigorous, 
legalistic program, each item 
headed by a Billy Grahamism, 
“the Bible says.” 

One has only to read the prin- 
cipal founding document of our 
communion, the Declaration and 
Address, to see that there moved 
in the mind of Father Campbell, 


A. CAMPBELL: 


“But who is a Christian? 

I answer, 

everyone that believes 

in his heart that Jesus of 
Nazareth is the Messiah of God: 
repents of his sins, 

and obeys him in all things 
according to his measure 

of knowledge of his will.” 


as well as his son, the oft-ex- 
pressed idea that the New Testa- 
ment contains the specifications 








cM 


and constitution of an unchang. © 


ing, once-for-all-delivered church 
organization which men needed 
only to read reverently in order 
to discover it. 

Under the pre-conceptions con- 
cerning the nature of divine 
revelation then prevailing this is 
not surprising. Their spiritual 
children today can only accept 
their own duty of honest Bible 
study and say that at this point 
our founding fathers were not 
correct. 

However, let me add imme- 
diately that I am among those 


who believe that Alexander | 
Campbell was a giant in his day, © 


blessed with amazing insight and 
acumen, whose stature will con- 
tinue to grow with the years. 
The penetrating studies of this 
man written by Granville Walker, 
Harold Lunger, and D. Ray Lind- 
ley are probably only the begin- 
ning of what we may expect in 
the future. 

The fact that the Campbells 
were not infallible in their writ- 
ings gives us our guide to method 
in the study of them. Men of 
rare insight are precisely that, 
and should be studied as such. 
The best of what we gain from 
them is had by taking them at 
their best. This is what we will 
do now, on a subject of crucial 
importance for our own brother- 





caters = 


hood and for the unitive work of 


the Church as a whole. 
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THOMAS CAMPBELL: 


“The Church of Christ upon 
earth is essentially, 
intentionally 

and constitutionally one; 
consisting of all those 

in every place 

that profess their faith 

in Christ 

and obedience to him 

in all things 

according to the Scriptures, 
and that manifest the same 
by their tempers and conduct .. .” 


Nothing is more vital in the 
search for unity than a definition 
of the grounds or reach of fellow- 
ship in the church. Isn't it 
strange how we have permitted 
ourselves to fall into dispute 
about certain terms not even 
mentioned in the New Testament 
—the church roll, or church mem- 
bership, for example? 

Perhaps it is our human conceit 
which rebels at the clear declara- 
tion in Acts 2:47 that it is the 
Lord himself who adds to the 
church such as are being saved. 
We want to make our own church 
rolis—lily white rolls in many 
cases—and close the gate to 
heaven with our own catch ques- 
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tions. We have found it very 
convenient to forget that our 
very first congregation, at Brush 
Run, was founded specifically 
upon a human creed, consisting 
of this question: “What is the 
meritorious cause of a sinner’s 
acceptance with God?’—and that 
some were denied membership be- 
cause they could not answer the 
query satisfactorily. We never 
would have become the growing 
brotherhood that we are today if 
we had not found some other 
basis of Christian fellowship. 
The search for the terms of 
fellowship was a part of the con- 
tinuing work of A. Campbell. We 
must not conceive of him as for- 
ever static in his thought. Noth- 


ing is more thoroughgoing than 
his complete reversal of himself 
on a subject vital in church unity 
today—the matter of fellowship 
at the Lord’s Table. 

In 1835 he was a very strict 
closed communionist; in 1850 he 
said that such a position was “the 
quintessence of sublimated hypoc- 
risy; the very spirit of guile and 
dissimulation from which every 
pure, and generous, and sensitive 
heart recoils in mortification and 
disgust” (Millennial Harbinger, 
1850, p. 312). His inquiring 
mind frequently sought new solu- 
tions to old problems. 

We have the right, as children 
of these spiritual guides, to follow 
their own brave explorations, and 
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to select for our practice the best 
insights they achieved. A crucial 
need today is a definition of the 
terms of church fellowship, more 
commonly called—but not scrip- 
turally so—church membership. 

I propose to take such a defini- 
tion, or two identical definitions, 
in fact, from two famous docu- 
ments of our history. These 
literary items have suffered the 
fate of so many masterpieces— 
they have been embalmed with 
the veneration created by their 
neglect. 

Il 


Proposition One of the Declara- 
tion and Address, by Thomas 
Campbell, in 1809, and a sentence 
from the historic Lunenburg 
Letter of Alexander Campbell in 
1837, quoted as picture captions 
here, are imperishable ideals 
which unfortunately became 
buried in the rubble of contro- 
versy and legalism created by our 
second-generation editors and de- 
baters as they responded to the 
jibes of denominations that en- 
vied our success, and in the re- 
sponse hurled anathemas and 
disfellowshiping epithets upon 
them. It is true, also, that A. 
Campbell himself did not always 
hold firmly to the implication of 
the Declaration and of the Letter, 
for he, too, was not unaffected by 
resentment (see the careful study 
of this neglected factor in D. Ray 
Lindley, Apostle of Freedom). 

Yet, even in the rigors of his 
most difficult debate, with N. L. 
Rice in 1843, he clearly stated, 
“We do not make conditions of 
untimate salvation out of the con- 
ditions of church membership” 
(p. 785). How far we have neg- 
lected or evaded the guidance of 
the Sage of Bethany is seen in 
the frequency with which 
certain papers reply to questions 
by saying the very opposite, that 
is, that the terms of salvation are 
the same as those in First Chris- 
tian Church of Pineapple Junc- 
tion. 

Ill 


The profound principle about 
church fellowship enunciated in 
these two documents deserves to 
be made a part of the constant 
public ‘witness of our congrega- 
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tions. I believe this so firmly 
that I have taken the liberty of 
having these declarations pre- 
pared in decorative placard form 
and framed for hanging in the 
entrance-ways or offices of our 
churches. 


It may be that we have here 
the practical means of implement- 
ing effectively for Protestantism 
today the historic principle of the 
Right of Private Judgment. The 
very first paragraph of the Decla- 
ration and Address deals with 
this concern. The only book- 
sized commentary on the Decla- 
ration, by F. D. Kershner, says, 
“he stakes his whole case upon 
this vital principle’ (The Chris- 
tian Union Overture, p. 40). Here 
is how the document begins: 


From the series of events 
which have taken place in the 
Churches for many years past, 
especially in this Western coun- 
try, as well as from what we 
know in general of the present 
state of things in the Christian 
world, we are persuaded that it 
is high time for us not only to 
think, but also to act, for our- 
selves; to see with our own 
eyes, and to take all our meas- 
ures directly and immediately 
from the Divine standard; to 
this alone we feel ourselves 
Divinely bound to be con- 
formed, as by this alone we 
must be judged. We are also 
persuaded that as no man can 
be judged for his brother; 
every man must be allowed to 
judge for himself, as every 
man must bear his own judg- 
ment—must give account of 
himself to God. 


But just as Luther’s later fol- 
lowers shrank from the fraternal 
consequences of his moment of 
vision, so have large segments of 
the Disciples of Christ refused to 
make this high faith their own. 
To this degree we have fallen vic- 
tim to the creed-making process 
so common to all proud groups. 
Let me interpret it quite clearly, 
in the words of one of our most 
able scholars, W. B. Blakemore: 


. .. those are Christians who 
have professed faith in Christ 
and who have professed obe- 
dience to him. The profession 
is not of faith alone, but of 
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faith and obedience. The “obe- 
dience” is a professed obedi- 
ence. This does not mean that 
the profession of obedience is 
insincere: . it does mean 
that it is the one professing 
who judges whether or not, 
and in what sense, he is obe- 
dient to Christ in all things ac- 
cording to the Scriptures. It 
is not those who hear the pro- 
fession who make that judg- 
ment, though they obviously 
have the right to judge upon 
the sincerity of the profession 
by watching for its expression 


in terms of the _ professor’s 
temper and conduct. (The 
Scroll, Jan., 1950, pp. 147, 
148.) 


It is entirely possible that we 
have in the historic utterance of 
the Campbells, father and sun, a 
guide to the solution of a prob- 
lem frustrating the churches to- 
day as they seek the grounds and 
the reach of fellowship in the 
body of Christ. Here may be the 
Protestant Reformation com- 
pleted in the American Restora- 
tion. Certainly, for those who 
have tried it, it is a satisfying 
experience to hold out the right 
hand of full fellowship to all who 
sincerely love our Lord. 

The question we have raised by 
our subject is, What is or should 
be the reach of church fellow- 
ship? The Study Commission 
of our World Convention, after 
sober discussion at Toronto, 
wrote: ‘Wherever the Word 
(that is, Christ as Savior and 
Lord) has been preached; wher- 
ever persons have responded to 
the proclamation with faith; 
wherever their lives display the 
fruits of the Spirit and they are 
drawn into a true fellowship be- 
cause of their common commit- 
ment to the one Lord—there the 
church exists.’’! 

Answering the question in our 
subject we may say that the 
reach of church fellowship should 
be caught up in a new slogan, 
“Full Fellowship.” The greatest 
heresy of Christians is the break- 
ing of fellowship. To break fel- 
lowship in the church is to break 
fellowship with Christ. 





1Pamphlet, “The Nature of the 
Church,’ paragraph No. 28. 
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Any church which does not adequately provide 
for the worshipful administration 


of baptism is TEMPORARY 


Baptism in the Temporary Church 





atts 





Designed by Winifred Jewell 


Much writing about church 
work presupposes something like 
ideal conditions. We asked Mrs. 
Hogan to start with an actual 
happening and give our readers 
who do not yet have that twenty- 
first century building, some help. 


ic on the water, Joe,” 
called the janitor-chairman of 
the board as the six-inch fire hose 
was thrust through an open win- 
dow in the front of the church, 
dragged across the choir loft and 
aimed at the gaping abyss of the 
baptistry below the chancel floor. 
All this as the pianist played the 
prelude for the morning worship 
service; as the minister stood 
aghast by the pulpit; and as the 
minister’s wife wept from sheer 
humiliation. 

But the fire truck beside the 
church attracted a larger congre- 
gation than usual that morning 
—neighbors do wonder if a fire 
is smouldering somewhere and 





Bernice Hogan is the wife of the 
pastor of Oak Hills Christian 
Church, Butler, Pennsylvania. She 
is author of “Abingdon Party Pa- 
rade,” “Abingdon Shower Parade” 
and “Pre-School Party Parade.” 
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perhaps entering the front door 
with a hurriedly tossed on coat 
is the best..way to find out. No 
fire—the janitor just forgot to 
fill the baptistry on Saturday 
night.. _What peculiar people 
these Christians are! 

For the next baptismal service, 
the water was again in place on 
Sunday morning, but the minis- 
ter wondered why each of the six 
teen-age boys fell as he climbed 
up the wooden steps after the 
service of immersion. Not care- 
lessness on the part of the ado- 
lescents, he soon discovered, as 
he fell backwards” himselfe-The 
bottom step had broken off— 
wood does become rotted with 
age and water, you know. 

For Easter the board ordered 
new steps built. Water had been 
properly run in the day before, 
but the top of the baptistry not 
removed so the pulpit might 
stand in its proper place for the 
resurrection morning. When the 
sermon was completed, the pulpit 
was moved and the floor lifted. 
The water was there and the 
steps, also. But someone had 
forgotten to anchor the latter— 
so they floated in the middle of 
the baptistry. 


by Bernice Hogan 


Perhapsesuech=incidents do not 
happen in your church, but they 
did-happen in at least one Church 
of our brotherhood. Perhaps 
adequate facilities are availablé 
in«your sanctuary. “But'chances 
are, most who read this-recall 
baptismal blunders. 


The»temporary church, in par- 
ticular, poses many problems 
concerning the ordinance of,bap- 
tism. When the Congregation 
meets in a home, a theater, .@ fire 
hall, a schoolhouse the main 
omission, as far’as“6Uur Christian 
Churches: are concerned, is_a place 
of baptism. 

A table for the observance of 
the Lord’s Supper can ceficeiva- 
bly be used=where Bingo “was 
played the-night before or “where 
history was taught on Friday. 
Classes for young people.-and 
adults may be arranged with a 
cubicle collection of screens. 
However, temporary facilities are 
not so easily arranged for bap- 
tism. 

Alexander Campbell took his 
family to Buffalo Creek behind 
his home in Bethany, West Vir- 
ginia, and there was baptized with 
his wife. Most communities to- 
day offer neither the privacy nor 
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the climate for such outdoor 
services. And for the exceptional 
lake or secluded river, suitable 
for such a baptism, there are a 
hundred spots haunted by fisher- 
men, tourists, and juke boxes on 
the shore blaring rock and roll 
while candidates strive in vain 
to grasp the meaning of the sym- 
bol of the ‘‘death, burial and res- 
urrection of our Lord.” 

Today the outdoor baptismal 
service is not a solution. 

Most temporary churches get 
out of the difficulty by borrowing 
the baptistry in the nearest Bap- 
tist or Christian Church. Sched- 
uling becomes the main problem. 
When an open date is found, 
scheduling arrangements must 
then be made with the custodian. 
Time elapses. The candidates, 
themselves, particularly those 
coming into a suburban Christian 
church, may never have wit- 
nessed a service of baptism. They 
have heard of immersion, but 
they do not understand the man- 
ner in which they will be robed, 
nor how many moments they will 
remain beneath the water. They 
do not know where they will be 
able to put on the baptismal robe 
nor where they can change into 
street clothes following the serv- 
ice. Many have not seen a bap- 
tistry, much less a baptism. 

In these cases bewilderment— 
sometimes fear—seriously de- 
tracts candidates from feelings 
of dedication to the Master. A 
lengthy waiting period only tends 
to increase such doubts and mis- 
apprehensions. 

Our own Board of Church Ex- 
tension, realizing such problems, 
draws up plans for a baptistry to 
be included in the first unit of all 
new churches, even though the 
first unit be an educational build- 
ing with the fellowship hall serv- 
ing as a temporary sanctuary. 

Also to be placed in the cate- 
gory of “temporary” church is 
the one built sixty years ago with 
inadequate facilities. Not tem- 
porary in reference to time, but 
temporary as to how long Chris- 
tians will condone such unneces- 
sary irreverence and as to how 
long the foundation walls will 
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support such sagging baptistries. 
How long until the minister as 
well as the candidates sink 
through to the basement? 

Assuming that the obvious so- 
lution of building a new church 
cannot be accomplished immedi- 
ately, other less dramatic steps 
can be taken to assure the great- 
est reverence under possibly the 
most difficult situations. 

First of all there must be in- 
creased religious education as 
to the history, the meaning, the 
form and the actual physical 
preparations for baptism by im- 
mersion. 

Too often Presbyterians or 
Lutherans, moving into the com- 
munity by a Christian Church, 
get the idea that baptism by im- 
mersion is merely something of a 
fraternal ritual to be performed 
—or endured. 

The background for this bap- 
tism cannot come through a sin- 
gle home visitation or a three- 
hour study course. Through 
church school classes, in morning 
sermons, in personal conferences 
with the minister or a church 
school teacher, the significance of 
our stand on baptism should be- 
come evident to the newcomer. 

The minister must preach 
about Christian baptis m—not 
stressing only the form which we 
observe—but rather the deep per- 
sonal relationship with Christ 
into which one enters as the in- 
dividual himself re-enacts the 
death, burial and resurrection of 
the Savior. 

If there is a baptistry in your 
own church, it is to be hoped 
that there are sufficient services 
of baptism occurring during reg- 
ular worship hours so that all 
attending can accept this as a 
natural part of Christian growth 
and nurture. 

The worship or membership 
committee, rather than the min- 
ister, should have the responsi- 
bility of conferring with candi- 
dates about physical preparation 
for baptism. 

The Christian Woman’s Fel- 
lowship should make baptismal 
robes immediately, if there are 
none in your church. Here is a 
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project for the service chairman 
with far greater significance than 
any rummage sale or fish supper. 

Robes and towels should be 
furnished by the church. Even 
the temporary congregation or 
the century-old rural church can 
afford to provide these. There is 
not the slightest necessity for 
candidates to look as if they were 
emerging from the local swim- 
ming pool when they return 
home with rolled up, soggy 
towels. The custodian or the 
membership committee should be 
in charge sending out such laun- 
dry. 

Every member of the tempo- 
rary church has a responsibility 
to witness the service of baptism 
whether it be held in his own 
building or across the town. The 
minister can perform the service 
just as well without my presence, 
the average parishioner reasons. 
Every member of the church 
should care enough about the 
new Christian to witness the 
service of baptism. 

The temporary church must be 
making plans for the construction 
of a new baptistry or for the re- 
modeling of the present one, 
plans incidentally which should 
be made with advice from those 
acquainted with our Brotherhood 
position. How many Akron- 
type sanctuaries of a generation 
ago had cramped quarters which 
almost necessitated bumped 
heads. 

You may never have witnessed 
“baptism by fire hose,” but do 
you experience a deep sense of 
personal reverence and considera- 
tion each time you see this mov- 
ing service enacted? 

Problems of scheduling, and fa- 
cilities, may exist, but they can 
be reduced considerably, if not 
eliminated by advance planning 
for specific needs, increased em- 
phasis on the Christian teachings 
concerning baptism, and a per- 
sonal attitude of worship by each 
individual observing or partici- 
pating in this significant ordi- 
nance. 

And it can then be observed 
that the temporary church will 
not long remain “temporary.” 
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‘‘You Are What You Read’’ 


Christian Phrases 


Great Phrases of the Christian 
Language. By Truman Douglass and 
Others. The Christian Education 
Press. 121 pages. $2. 


This interesting little volume is 
small only in physical appearance, 
certainly not in Christian percep- 
tion, depth, and spaciousness. It is 
a brilliant devotional book, written 
by able theologians and churchmen, 
centering around well-known and 
used Christian phrases. The chap- 
ters are effectively arranged. “To 
Magnify His Holy Name,” “The Holy 
Church Throughout All the World,” 
“The Love of God,’ “The Grace of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ,” “Christ Died 
for All Men,” “The Communion of 
the Holy Spirit,’ and “The Life 
Everlasting.” 

The skill and scholarship of James 
E. Wagner, Robert V. Moss, Daniel 
Day Williams, Roger Hazelton, Roger 
L. Shinn, Fred Hoskins, and Truman 
B. Douglass have gone into the pro- 
duction of this sprightly symposium. 
—G. CurRTIS JONES 


Biographical Booklets 


He Belonged to the West. 
bel McFadden. 


By Iso- 


In the Shadow of Mount Royal. 
By Mary Isabelle Milne. Friendship 
Press. 23 pages each. 25c (paper). 


Both of these booklets are color- 
ful portrayals of the challenges and 
Struggles of missionary ventures on 
the Canadian frontiers of the 19th 
century. 


He Belonged to the West is the 
story of James Robertson, a Scotch 
Presbyterian, who came to Canada 
as a young man. After working and 
studying to become a minister he 
learned that the prairie land of 
Western Canada had no organized 
religious program for the pioneering 
cattle ranchers and the railroad 
men. To the difficult task of pro- 
viding a ministry to these frontiers- 
men, James Robertson dedicated his 
remarkable energy and ability. 


In the Shadow of Mount Royal 
tells the heart-warming story of 
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Madame Henriette Feller’s bravery 
in leaving a pleasant, comfortable 
life in Switzeriand to hazard the 
rigors and difficulties of establishing 
a Protestant mission school in spite 
of terrible violence «and hostility re- 
sulting from Roman Catholic domi- 
nation of the Montreal area.—Con- 
NIE L. SLY 


A Young Reviewer 
Comments 


Orphan, a Raccoon. By Era Zis- 
tel. Rand McNally and Company. 80 
pages. $2.50. 


This is a story about a raccoon, 
named Orphan. His mother got lost, 
and he was taken in to live with a 
human family, their dog and their 
cat. The cat wasn’t friendly at first, 
but the dog was. 

The raccoon did the same things 
every day. He went for a walk in 
the morning, and‘*then he went up 
in a maple tree and slept all day. 
At sundown the lady came and 
called him to dinner, and after din- 
ner he played with toys she had for 
him. Then he went to sleep on her 
bed. 

One time the lady and her hus- 
band went to town and left the rac- 
coon in the house by himself. He 
had seen the cat jump on the 
dresser, so he did. Orphan spilled 
some ink, walked around in it and 
then left his footprints all over. He 
discovered the radio, and found it 
fascinating that the buttons would 
turn. He turned one and a loud 
noise came out and startled him. 
Then he took the radio dials and 
some pens and pencils, and hid them 
in the dog’s bed box. 

Then Orphan got up on the lady’s 
bed, pulled things off the bed table, 
tore them all to shreds and hid them 
under the pillow. Later Orphan 
managed to pull the receiver off the 
telephone, and it started saying, 
“Operator,” Operator,” and that fas- 
cinated him, too. 

After awhile the radio changed 
from singing to a western with guns 
shooting. When the people came 
home they heard the guns and 
thought robbers were in their house. 





The lady sent her husband in first. 
They found all the stuff missing, 
but saw Orphan’s foot tracks and 
knew that he had done the mischief. 

There is lots more to the story. 
And it is sad in some parts, and 
funny in other parts. But it is not 
a seventh-grade book—it’s for littler 
ones—that’s why I read it so fast. 
It is about for fifth graders, I think. 
Fifth graders would really enjoy it. 
—PATRICIA JEAN HANSON, Seventh 
Grade, Mallinckrodt School, St. Louis, 
Mo. 


EpITor’S NOTE: “Orphan, a Rac- 
coon” is well written and expertly 
published. The type, spacing, and 
format make it easy to read, and it 
has interesting illustrations. Chil- 
dren from 8 to 12 should find it ab- 
sorbing reading. 


A Dedicated Life 


The Shadow of the Almighty: The 
Life Story of Jim Elliot. By Elisa- 
beth Elliot. Harper and Brothers. 
256 pages. $3.75. 


In editing the letters and journal 
of Jim Elliot, Elisabeth Elliot reveals 
the rare ability to portray the 
youthful vision of a “Soul bearing 
the stamp of Christ.” 

Jim’s utter dependence on prayer, 
obedience to God’s laws, his dedi- 
cated and surrendered life are chal- 
lenging and inspiring. 

His magnetic personality,  effi- 
ciency as teacher and preacher were 
heavenly gifts. This book stimu- 
lates faith and courage, that our 
lives, also, may be an “exhibit to the 
value of knowing God.” 

Through the sequence of events 
a heart-warming love story is en- 
twined, comparable to love stories 
of the Bible. 

Jim Elliot had faith to pray, that 
he would be permitted to carry the 
love of Christ to those who know 
it not, the Aucas on the Curaray 
River, deep in Equador’s rain forest, 
where he met a tragic death at the 
hands of those he tried to serve. 
Today the author is living among 
the Aucas. Apparently, Mr. Elliot’s 
death was not in vain.—Mrs. WIL- 
LIAM J. HUBER 
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A Plea From Geneva 


World Council Calls for Unity Prayers 


GENEvA—Widening the practice of Worldwide prayers for Chris- 
tian unity was urged here by the World Council of Churches’ Faith 
and Order Commission despite the seemingly “contradictory pur- 
poses” and aims of the various groups involved. 


The commission made the plea in 
a leaflet issued in connection with 
the Council’s Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity which begins on Jan. 
18 and continues until the 25th. 


The observance coincides with the 
Roman Catholic Chair of Unity Oc- 
tave which originated in the United 
States and promotes prayers for the 
conversion of lapsed Catholics and 
those outside the Church. 

This intention contrasts with that 
of the World Council’s prayer period 
which emphasizes “that the visible 
unity of the Church of Christ may 
be accomplished according to His 
will and by the means that He wills.” 

The WCC leaflet said that “even 
in our prayer for unity, we find our- 
selves divided by differences over 
what Christian unity actually 
means.” 

“Furthermore,” it added, “the 
world is confronted by the unfortu- 
nate spectacle of the most widely 
held period of prayer for Christian 
unity being observed by groups with 
apparently contradictory purposes 
and aims.” 

The leaflet asserted, however, that 
this “unhappy situation” is no 
ground for giving up common prayer 
for unity. 

“On the contrary,” it said, “it is 
an argument not only for continu- 
ing, but for widening the practice. 
For Christian prayer is realistic. The 
contradictions which we see in the 
present observances of prayer for 
unity only reflect the real state of 
tragic division in the Church of 
Christ. Our prayer for Christian 
unity must be able to comprehend 
the actual situation which we are 
facing. If our prayer avoided or 
ignored the reality of our tragic con- 
dition it would not be true prayer.” 
—RNS 


Combating Pornography 


AKRON, OHIO—Public officials will 
not be able to act effectively against 
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obscenity unless public opinion is be- 
hind them, a leader in the fight 
against “commercialized smut” 
warned here. 

Attorney Charles H. Keating, Jr., 
of Cincinnati, founder of the Citizens 
for Decent Literature, told members 
of the Akron Deanery Council of 
Catholic Women that an ‘awakened 
citizenry in Cincinnati had forced 
eight arrests which resulted in con- 
victions on obscenity charges. As a 
result he said, “the trash is begin- 
ning to disappear from Cincinnati 
newsstands.” 


Mr. Keating asked support for a 
CDL group now being formed in 


Akron to combat the sale of ob- 
scene literature.—RNS 


James M. Flanagan, associate edi-. 


tor of THE CHRISTIAN EVANGELIST- 
FRONT RANK, is a member of a na- 
tional steering committee which is 
forming a national organization of 
Citizens for Decent Literature. 


Rural Institute 


“A Changing Church in a Chang- 
ing Society” is the theme of the 
eighth annual Town and Country 
Church Institute which is to be held 
in the Memorial Student Union of 
the University of Missouri, Feb. 3-5. 

Speakers will include Ira W. Moo- 
maw and Marshall Harris. 

The Institute is sponsored jointly 
by the Rural Seminary of the Mis- 
souri School of Religion, the Univer- 
sity of Missouri College of Agricul- 
ture, the Missouri Council of 
Churches, the Sears Roebuck Foun- 
dation, the Missouri Association of 
Christian Churches, the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A. (Missouri Synod), the 
Methodist Church and the Cumber- 
land Presbyterian Church. 





Virgil A. Sly Urges 


PITTSBURGH, Pa.—Protestant lead- 
ers were urged here to work with 
missionary experts of younger 
Churches overseas as “real Christian 
partners” in the total world mission. 

Dr. Virgil A. Sly of Indianapolis, 


Ind., a vice-president of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches, also 
called on Protestant groups to 


avoid “denominational segmenta- 
tion” which separates their missions. 

He told some 350 delegates at the 
ninth annual assembly of the coun- 
cil’s Division of Foreign Missions 
that the day “for smug authoritative 
statements is over and we are in a 
dramatic struggle.” Dr. Sly is chair- 
man of the division’s executive board 
and chairman of the United Chris- 
tian Missionary Society’s Division of 
World Missions. 

Tensions and problems plaguing 
the world must be faced by every- 
one concerned with the world mis- 
sion, he said, adding that there also 
are tensions and divisions within the 
Church which must be allayed. 

“The divisions within the body of 
Christ’s Church reveal our slavish 
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Missions Teamwork 


adherence to traditional practices 
and our tenacious clinging to our 
particular revelation of Christian 
truth,” Dr. Sly declared. ‘Thus, in 
a world trying desperately to find 
unity, we add to its segmentation.” 

He said that “our concern for 
what we have established makes us 
reluctant to take second place in di- 
recting the program of the Church 
and causes us to resist the self-ex- 
pression of the younger Churches.” 

Dr. Sly criticized the ‘slowness-to- 
change” attitude among many Amer- 
ican mission organizations. 

“We have been reluctant to yield 
to anything if it takes from our de- 
nomination any authority or sover- 
eignty,” he said. 

Dr. Sly called on the Division of 
Foreign Missions ‘to find new ave- 
nues toward world outreach inter- 
ests and to lead in the field of inter- 
pretation in this new age of the mis- 
sions.” 

“In every respect,” he said, ‘the 
younger Churches feel that they, too, 
are a part of the team and must 
have an equal share in the mission.” 
—RNS 
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Missionary Leader Outspoken 
On Problems in Latin America 


ROMAN--PROTESTANT RELATIONS 


PHILADELPHIA—A Protestant missionary leader said here that “Ro- 
man Catholic persecution of Protestant Christians in Latin America 
is a hard reality that should disturb deeply all freedom-loving people.” 


Dr. Jerome J. Fussell, missions 
editor of the Evangelical and Re- 
formed Church, said “the full story 
of what Protestant Christians have 
been called to bear at the hands of 
fellow Christians in Latin America 
represents one of the darkest chap- 
ters in modern church history.” 


He made the statement in a com- 
ment on news reports of remarks by 
Harold N. Auler, Sr., veteran E. and 
R missionary in Honduras, to news- 
men following the annual meeting 
of the denomination’s Board of In- 
ternational Missions in Cleveland, O. 

Dr. Fussell’s statement was _ re- 
leased in New York by the E and R 
Office of Communication, which said 
that Mr. Auler had called the news 
reports a “misquotation.” 

In his statement Dr. Fussell de- 
clared that “far from being exag- 
gerations, the full story has not be- 
gun to be told. There is no question 
that persecutions of Protestant 
Christians have occurred and are 
continuing in Latin America. 

“While persecution does not occur 
in all Latin America and while it 
fluctuates in those countries where 
it is found, it is none the less a dan- 
gerous reality,” he said. “As long 
as it continues, religious liberty will 
remain in jeopardy.” 

Dr. Fussell pointed out that there 
is no persecution in some countries, 
where Protestant missionaries are 
“warmly welcomed.” Some mission- 
aries, he said, have been decorated 
by local governments for their serv- 
ices. 

“On the other hand,” he continued, 
“there are certain countries, such as 
Colombia, that have brought ex- 
treme pressure to bear against Prot- 
estant Christians.” 

Dr. Fussell noted that Protestants 
“have borne martyrdom in Latin 
America as bravely as any of the 
saints. But far more than actual 
martyrdom are a host of personal 
indignities and injustices.”’—RNS 


12 Goodwill Hymns 


NEw YorK—Twelve new hymns 
emphasizing peace and world order 
have been added to the hymnody 
of contemporary Christianity 
through a national hymn-writing 
contest, sponsored by the Hymn So- 
ciety of America in cooperation with 
the Department of International Af- 
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fairs of the National Council of 
Churches. 

The hymns were selected for use 
at the interdenominational Fifth 
World Order Study Conference at 
Cleveland, Ohio, Nov. 18-21. In their 
hymns, the authors were asked to 
express “the aspirations of those 
seeking a new spirit among the na- 
tions and a peace founded on free- 
dom, justice and good will.” 

The first choice of a nine-member 
judging committee of the Hymn So- 
ciety was “O God of Every Nation,” 
written by William W. Reid, Jr., pas- 
tor of the Carverton, Pa., Methodist 
Circuit. 


Leaders Named 
Brotherhood Week 


New YorK—Four religious leaders 
have been named_ Brotherhood 
Week (Feb. 15-22) chairmen of the 
National Conference of Christians 
and Jews’ Commission on Religious 
Organizations. 

They are Dr. Benjamin Mays of 
Morehouse College, Atlanta, Ga.; 
Thomas J. Reese of the Catholic 
Welfare Guild, Wilmington, Dela.; 
Rabbi Irving Lehrman of Temple 
Beth-El, Miami Beach, Fla.; and 
Dean Leonidas C. Contos of St. 
Sophia Greek Orthodox Cathedral, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

Their appointments were an- 
nounced here by George B. McKib- 
bin, Chicago lawyer who is national 
chairman of the Week, sponsored by 
the NCCJ. 

The four chairmen will spearhead 
the enlisting of cooperation for the 


observance from churches, syna- 
gogues, clergy, laymen, religious 
educators, seminaries and youth 
leaders. 


During the Week, Americans of all 
religious groups are asked to focus 
their attention on the problem of 
living together in good will and un- 
derstanding.—_RNS 


“American Orthodox” 


In an editorial issued by the News- 
letter of the United Eastern Ortho- 
dox youth of metropolitan Detroit, 
Victor Chacho has issued a call for 
the eventual founding of an Ameri- 
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can Orthodox church. 

Mr. Chacho said, in part: “The 
founding of new Orthodox churches 
is based on . . . serving a culturally 
and socially homogeneous people in 
their own native language with an 
independent administration, but still 
remaining a part of the ‘faith that 
is one.’ 

“Thus, Orthodoxy, if it is to thrive 
in America, must unite its various 
national Orthodox churches into one 
great American Orthodox church. 
Any Orthodox movement contrary 
to this ‘Americanization’ of the faith 
is contrary to the historic develop- 
ment and the democratic organiza- 
tional element of the Eastern Ortho- 
dox faith. 

“... It is not intended that exist- 
ing national languages and customs 
be abruptly cast aside. The total 
transition from various languages to 
English will be as gradual as the 
newer generations require.” 

This news was reported recently 
in American Review of Eastern Or- 
thodoxy (Vol. 4, No. 9). The editor 
appended the following footnote: 
“Only the spirit of extreme national- 
ism will cause disagreement with 
Mr. Chacho’s statemnt.” 


Construction Soon on... 


Controversial Chapel 


COLORADO SPRINGS, COLO.—Con- 
struction of the controversial Air 
Force Academy chapel will start 
early in 1959 and should be finished 
during the summer of 1960, school 
officials announced here. 

The modernistic design of the $3,- 
000,000 chapel remains essentially 
unchanged since first drawings un- 
veiled nearly three years ago 
brought criticism that even reached 
the floor of Congress. 

The chapel was labeled by some 
Congressmen as “pagan,” a “rectan- 
gular accordion stretched out on the 
floor,” “materialistic,” a “polished 
aluminum monstrosity,” and just 
plain “ugly.” 

Equally defended by other critics 
as a “splendid” example of architec- 
ture, the chapel will feature seven- 
teen 150-foot aluminum spires, alter- 
nating with stained-glass panels. 
The architect-engineer for the two- 
story structure said the design 
“strives to combine the strength 
and lightness of today’s technology, 
at the same time achieving the form 
expressed by the great Gothic church 
builders of the past.” 

The Chapel will contain three 
naves—one for Protestants, seating 
900; another for Roman Catholics 
(500); and a third for Jews (100). It 
will be the last major project to be 
built here under present Congres- 
sional authorization. 
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Asks for Handclasp 
Instead of Fingerprints 


Bishop Oxnam Urges Russian Visits 


Methodist Bishop G. Bromley Ox- 
nam of Washington, D. C., proposed 
before the World Order Study Con- 
ference that the United States let 
Russians visit America by the “tens 
of thousands.” 

He charged that “too much” of 
this country’s foreign policy is based 
upon fear of communism instead of 
faith in freedom. He urged that 
“we open the doors, throw up the 
windows and let people and light 
come in. 

“Let us try the handclasp instead 
of the fingerprint,” Bishop Oxnam 
said. “Our dear land will stand the 
scrutiny and prove to be the best 
answer to Soviet propaganda. Let 
them see our schools, our factories, 
our churches, our art galleries, our 
children at play and our people 
at worship.” 


BISHOP OXNAM, a vice-president 
of the National Council of Churches, 
called upon Americans “of faith” to 
so change this planet that ‘when the 
first visitors from Mars arrive they 
will find a society fit to be called 
the Kingdom of God. 

“Let the hysterical stay under the 
beds as they search for Commu- 
nists,” he declared. “Let Americans 
of faith march into the light by 
way of the altar, library and labora- 
tory to solve our problems in the 
interest of the common good, re- 
moving the real dangers to freedom 
that lie in segregation, exploitation 
and discrimination.” 


WARNING AGAINST the danger 
‘lying in assumptions of righteous- 
ness that do not square with fact,” 
Bishop Oxnam gravely questioned 
the wisdom of this country’s non- 
recognition of Communist China. 
He asked if there is “something fun- 
damentally wrong with a _ policy 
that seems to keep us permanently 
in the posture of belligerency and 
keeps us isolated from 600 million 
people or one quarter of the human 
race” 

In a study paper written for the 
conference, Harold E. Stassen, 
former special assistant to the 
President on disarmament, called for 
a new foreign policy “infused with 
the basic principles of both Chris- 
tianity and Judaism. 

“The nuclear-space age presents 
an urgent requirement for a new 
foreign policy,” he said. “The in- 
adequacies and the insecurity of the 
foreign policy of the past decade 
is evident.” 
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Charges and Denials 
Swiss Vice 


GENEvA—Warnings against an in- 
ternational “white slave” traffic 
were sounded here by Geneva’s prin- 
cipal Roman Catholic and Protestant 
newspapers. 

Le Courrier and La Vie Protes- 
tante said that a book by Miss 
Odette Philippon of Paris claimed 
that Geneva was an important point 
in the traffic network. 

Geneva authorities found them- 
selves powerless to act, said the 
Protestant newspaper, in the cases 
of girls who sign contracts as caba- 
ret performers and who find them- 
selves in “sinister convoys” bound 
for North Africa or South America. 

Geneva’s Cantonal Department of 
Justice and police issued a statement 
denying charges. 

The statement said the charges 
were not based on any serious evi- 
dence. It added, however, that po- 
lice had started inquiry into every 
suspect case called to its attention. 

Regret was voiced that “this deli- 
cate question should have served as 
a theme for a campaign whose only 
result is uselessly to alarm the popu- 
lation and to cause real prejudice to 
Geneva’s reputation.”—RNS 


Hays on Race 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Representa- 
tive Brooks Hays (D.-Ark.), presi- 
dent of the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention, who was defeated for re- 
election to Congress by a segrega- 
tionist write-in campaign, offered a 
three-point formula for handling the 
South’s racial problems upon which 
he said he hopes all churchmen can 
agree. 

“First, we should seek non-violent 
solutions to all problems,” Mr. Hays 
said. “Second, we should not seal 
the lips of our ministers, and, third, 
we should seek to do justice in in- 
dividual situations. 

“I am sure that all religious lead- 
ers in the South, as well as the 
North, deplore the violence that has 
occurred,” the Southern’ Baptist 
leader declared. 

Speaking of the freedom of the 
pulpit, he said that the right of min- 
isters to free expression should be 
defended on both sides of the segre- 
gation issue. 

“I did not make any attempt to 
answer four Baptist ministers who 
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came into my district asking voters 
to defeat me,” Mr. Hays said. He 
added the ministers made speeches 
against him during the August pri- 
mary which he won by a 15,000-vote 
majority. 

Mr. Hays said that “in an_ indi- 
vidual situation where injustice is 
being done to a Negro, it should be 
corrected.” 

He said that after his retirement 
from Congress he will devote the 
last five months of his term of office 
as president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention to filling numerous 
speaking engagements that have 
been offered. 

“I am going to speak in a num- 
ber of Northern churches that have 
invited me,” Mr. Hays disclosed “and 
I am going to urge them not to put 
too much pressure on the South, not 
to use force. 

“The only way to solve these prob- 
lems is by mobilizing our own re- 
sources in the South to see that 
justice is done,” he declared. “We 
need time to do this, because it is 
difficult, and those who seek to force 
us to move too fast only defeat the 
efforts being made on the local 
level.”—RNS 


Churches and 


Social Welfare Meet 


NEw YorK—The first national 
training program for social wel- 
fare executives was approved to- 
day by the general committee of 
the National Council of Churches’ 
department of social welfare. 


The program will train 50 com- 
munity organization specialists for 
enployment by social welfare de- 
partments in 50 major city and 
state councils of churches. 

Dr. Leonard W. Mayo, national 
director of the Association for Aid 
of Crippled Children, chairman of 
the department, presided. 

At its Golden Jubilee meeting here 
Nov. 14, the committee voted to 
call a major national conference on 
the churches and social welfare in 
the fall of 1961. It will bring to- 
gether some 3,000 health and wel- 
fare workers in the United States. 

This will be the third and largest 
of a_ series of such conferences 
sponsored by the department. 

In other action, the department’s 
general committee voted to bring 
to the attention of the National 
Council’s General Board a “deplor- 
able attitude’ in some _ southern 
cities “in depriving bona fide welfare 


agencies and organizations from 
participating in community activi- 
ties.” 
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BrainstormingonEvery-Member Canvass 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.—Ten ministers and four laymen came up with 
nearly 100 ideas on how to improve every-member church canvasses 
during a “brainstorming” panel demonstration here. 


The demonstration was led by 
Willard A. Pleuthner, New York, 
vice-president in charge of brain- 
storming and communications for 
Batten, Barton, Durstine and Os- 
born, Inc. 


Mr. Pleuthner said the aim of 
brainstorming is “to pile up a quan- 
tity of alternative ideas.” 


Criticism is ruled out, he ex- 
plained. He rang a bell whenever 
one of the panel members objected 
to a suggestion advanced by another 
panel member. 

“The wilder the ideas the better,” 
he said. Quantity is wanted be- 
cause the greater number of ideas, 
the more the likelihood of good ones. 

All ideas were written down by 
two secretaries who sat on either 
side of Mr. Pleuthner before the 
panelists. 

Nearly 200 persons witnessed the 
demonstration, which was sponsored 
by the public relations department 
of the Greater Minneapolis Council 
of Churches and the Twin Cities 
chapter of the National Religious 
Publicity council. 


Among the ideas advanced on im- 
proving the every-member canvass 
were these: 

Have the canvass right before 
Easter. Solicit time and talents as 
well as money. Talk in terms of 
giving a percentage of one’s income 
(and raising it each year) rather 
than dollar goals. Adopt the chain 
letter system to canvassing with ev- 
ery person visiting two other per- 
sons on a list of members. 

Also: Have congregational dinners 
at which members would sign their 
pledges. Have a Sunday school child 
go with a solicitor on each all. 
Have salesmen in the congregation 
give a sales “pitch” to solicitors be- 
fore they go out. Be sure all can- 
vassers make their own pledges be- 
fore they go out. Conduct a “teaser 
campaign” in the Sunday worship 
bulletins —RNS 


Conference Assails 
“Evil” Label on Sex 


Sex Education 


CINCINNATI, O.—The Church must 
educate people for “responsible free- 
dom in using the God-given gift of 
sex,” delegates to a Consultation of 
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Christian Educators on Sex Educa- 
tion declared here. 

Sponsored by the National Coun- 
cil of Churches’ Division of Christian 
Education, the three-day meeting 
drew an attendance of 69 delegates 
of 14 denominations, six interde- 
nominational units, nine social agen- 
cies and five resource consultants. 

Unanimously they agreed that the 
Church “must reaffirm the goodness 
of God’s creation of sex,” adding: 
“We must help children, youth, and 
adults understand their sex roles as 
part of their total personality in re- 
lationship with the world about 
them and in the light of the experi- 
ence of the Divine-human encounter 
recorded in history, especially in the 
Bible.” 

Observing that many people want 
to rely upon an authoritarian moral 
code as the basis for judging specific 
acts, the consultation pleaded that 
churches give people authoritative 
information on which to form sound 
value judgments regarding them- 
selves and their relationships. 

Throughout the meeting there was 
voiced recognition that true moral- 
ity must be based on love and trust 
of both God and God’s children, 
rather than on fear and rigid legal- 
ism. 

Conclusions were summarized at 
the close of the conference and 
made public by William H. Genne 
of New York, executive director of 
the Department of Family Life of 
the National Council’s Commission 
of General Christian Education. 

Dr. William Graham Cole, profes- 
sor of religion at Williams College, 
Williamstown, Mass., one of the 
speakers, said: “By and large, the 
only circumstances under which the 
Church discusses sex are negative, 
condemning questionable literature 
or movies, advising abstinence.” 

Pointing out that the “numerous 
Biblical passages dealing with sex in 
a lusty fashion are scrupulously 
avoided and never publicly read,” Dr. 
Cole urged that the Church start 
educating its people “about sex and 
its placé in creation. 

“Many will be shocked,” he said. 
“They will regard the gospel as a 
‘scandal.’ Some of us may under- 
take this at considerable personal 
risk to our jobs.” But, he added, it 
is a “step which must be taken if 
we are to be true to our calling.” 


The Church at Large 


Dr. Cole said while young people 
want answers about sex, “they are 
indifferent to answers that are ig- 
norant of the facts and blind to the 
problems.” 


The Church, he observed, also 
“must admit that many of the find- 
ings of the anthropologists, psycho- 
analysts, sociologists, and psycholo- 
gists are true. The Church has to 
learn that its obscurantist position is 
simply untenable . . . on doctrinal 
grounds.” 


Other speakers were Dr. Carson 
McGuire, department of sociology, 
University of Texas, Austin; Dr. W. 
Clark Ellzey, department of mar- 
riage and family, Stephens College, 
Columbia, Mo.; and Dr. Lester A. 
Kirkendall, school of home _ eco- 
nomics, Oregon State College, Cor- 
vallis—RNS 














On Architecture 


MADISON, WIs.—The argument be- 
tween traditional and contemporary 
church styles is “superficial” when 
considered in its proper light, the di- 
rector of the architecture depart- 
ment of the United Lutheran Church 
in America, said here. 

Addressing a state-wide meeting 
of Protestant leaders and architects 
on church building problems, Ed- 
ward S. Frey of River Edge, N. J., 
stressed that although some build- 
ing committees still think in terms 
of 11th and 17th century monu- 
ments, what people believe de- 
termines what they build. 

“In most respects,” he said, “it 
can be no more than an academic 
exercise to debate styles, as if one 
had a real choice.” He added that 
the trend toward contemporary 
architecture represents “the archi- 
tects’ declaration of independence. 


“The architect is insisting that he 
be given freedom to use the new 
materials and methods of construc- 
tion which science and engineering 
skills have made available to him,” 
Mr. Frey said.— RNS 
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January 18, 1959 
Scripture: Mark 10:35-45. 


— are many standards of 
greatness in the world. Small 
boys take great pride in their 
physical prowess. Little girls win 
their standing with a cute smile. 
These two characteristics never 
completely disappear. 

At certain stages in life, the 
amount of money one is able to 
spend on his friends may give 
him distinction. Always, the 
physical ability of the boy and 
the beauty of the girl have their 
place. Mental ability can be real 
power if it is translated into in- 
venting an object, manufacturing 
a product, or managing some ac- 
tivity. All these, in turn, tend 
to give a certain social prestige 
which is also power. 

In a system of government now 
almost gone from the earth, the 
rule, or even the ownership, of 
countries and people was handed 
down in the same family until 
another family became strong 
enough to overthrow it and be 
the power. In a democracy, one 
suspects that sometimes the hu- 
manitarian will to serve the peo- 
ple is not quite as strong as the 
candidate’s words may sound, 
and that the satisfaction in be- 
ing able to rule from a position 
of prominence in society, is 
stronger. 

The scripture lesson today is 
the familiar one which deals with 
desire for prominence. The apos- 
tles were not immune to it. Je- 
sus had been preaching about the 
kingdom. The only kingdom they 
had had any experience with was 
the kingdom of Rome, in which 
they lived. Here there was a very 
orderly set of officials from the 
tax-collector at the gate tg Cae- 
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sar, in Rome. 

So, James and John saw no 
harm in coming to Jesus and 
asking: ‘Grant us to sit, one at 
your right hand and one at your 
left, in your glory.” (Mark 10: 
37.) It is interesting to notice, 
in passing, that in Matthew’s ac- 
count of this incident, he had the 
mother of these two boys coming 
to ask the same privilege. (Mat- 
thew 20:20.) 

We can condemn them for not 
having understood the nature of 
the kingdom better. We can also 
sympathize with them for being 
creatures of their own culture. 
The only organizations they knew 
anything about had top leaders 
with a right-hand man and a left- 
hand man. They apparently did 
not boast about their ability to 
fill the position, nor did they give 
any indication that they thought 
they were better qualified than 
the other apostles. Someone had 
to fill the position, so why not 
they? 

“When the ten heard it” they 
complained. (Verse 41.) It is 
not said that they complained be- 
cause they thought James and 
John were not worthy of the po- 
sition, or that they understood 
the nature of the kingdom and 
realized that there could be no 
such positions. The implication 
is that they felt as well qualified 
and believed that no one of the 
twelve should have asked Jesus 
for the position. This should 
have been left up to him. 

His first question indicates 
that he doubted whether they 
were ready to “drink the cup” or 
to be “baptized with the bap- 
tism” which were his. (Verse 
38.) Their later action at the 
time of the arrest and following, 
indicated that they did not really 
know that his mission was to be 
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accomplished through suffering. 

They all responded to the ques- 
tion in the affirmative. (Verse 
39.) Then he informed them that 
they would drink of the same cup 
and be baptized with the same 
baptism. He knew that if they 
really followed him, as_ they 
would later, they also would suf- 
fer, but that they would endure 
because of the baptism, presum- 
ably the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit. 

When Jesus turned to speak 
more directly about the positions 
of prominence in the kingdom, he 
admitted that the Gentiles had 
such a system. (Verse 42.) Then 
he substituted what must have 
been a shocking concept to the 
disciples. 

‘*Whoever would be great 
among you must be your serv- 
ant.”’ (Verse 43.) This is exactly 
opposite from man’s standard of 
greatness. Tc be a servant is to 
be beneath someone else, in hu- 
man society. 

The distinction was greater in 
those days than it is now, prob- 
ably. Society protects the serv- 
ant with a Minimum Wage Law; 
the servant often rides home in 
the family car. Housewife and 
servant go about their work to- 
gether, with common respect and 
even love for one another. It was 
not so in the early days. 

Jesus further detracted from 
their picture of things by saying 
that he himself, ‘‘the Son of Man, 
also came not to be served but to 
serve.” (Verse 45.) Later, he 
was to take the towel and wash 
the disciples’ feet as a token of 
his service to them and to man- 
kind. 

His great service was to give 
his life “as a ransom for many.” 
(Verse 45.) Only in this man- 
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ner could men be brought back 
to the Father who created him. 
This is the supreme service and 
Jesus gladly rendered it. 

Few lessons are any harder for 
us to learn than this one. Hu- 
man standards creep into divine 
matters, though we may try hard 
to keep them out. Unless we 
watch very carefully, we may be 
proud of the fact that we have 
held a certain office in the church 
for so many years, or that they 
could not open the church doors 
without us. To serve is com- 
mendable; to consider one’s po- 
sition of service a rank in a spir- 
itual army is to miss the whole 
point of Christian duty. 

Death between two thieves on 
a cross may have looked to so- 
ciety as the most ignominious 
way to die. But without it, there 
would have been no resurrection 
and no Pentecost. What looked 
like defeat to the crowd was the 
supreme act of a Suffering Serv- 
ant. “Whoever would be great 
among you must be your serv- 
ant.” (Verse 43.) 





Ambition is a virtue. It is a 
trait that fathers seek to encour- 
age in their sons, and hope to 
find in their sons-in-law. Par- 
ticularly in our free land where 
the poorest boy can aspire to be 
a tycoon or a president—or at 
least a chairman—has this virtue 
been nurtured in our folklore and 
our literature. It is the driving 
force behind many a prominent, 
and useful, career in business, the 
professions, and the arts. 

But ambition is a tricky virtue. 
The desire to excel easily and 
often unnoticeably becomes the 
desire to excel our neighbors. 
The drive to succeed becomes the 
desire to exceed. The ambition 
to do well becomes the ambition 
to do better than anyone else, for 
the fame that comes with it. Am- 
bition can become a menace to 
society, as well as a spur to the 
people in it. One of the gravest 
threats to world peace and sta- 
bility is the naked ambition of 
small-bore men who aspire to be- 
come big shots. Ambition is not 
a virtue that we can endorse 
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Mark 10:35-45 


35 And James and John, the sons 
of Zebedee, came forward to him, 
and said to him, “Teacher, we want 
you to do for us whatever we ask 
of you.” 36 And he said to them, 
“What do you want me to do for 
you?” 37 And they said to him, 
“Grant us to sit, one at your right 
hand and one at your left, in your 
glory.” 38 But Jesus said to them, 
“You do not know what you are 
asking. Are you able to drink the 
cup that I drink, or to be baptized 
with the baptism with which I am 
baptized?” 39 And they said to him, 
“We are able.” And Jesus said to 
them, “The cup that I drink you 
will drink; and with the baptism 
with which I am baptized, you will 
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be baptized; 40 but to sit at my 
right hand or at my left is not 
mine to grant, but it is for those 
for whom it has been prepared.” 
41 And when the ten heard it, they 
began to be indignant at James and 
John. 42 And Jesus called them to 
him and said to them, “You know 
that those who are supposed to 
rule over the Gentiles lord it over 
them, and their great men exercise 
authority over them. 43 But it shall 
not be so among you; but whoever 
would be great among you must be 
your servant, 44 and whoever would 
be first among you must be slave 
of all. 45 For the Son of man also 
came not to be served but to serve, 
and to give his life as a ransom for 
many.” 


Meaning for Today 


by Hunter Beckelhymer 


without qualification 
person and place. 

James and John, the sons of 
Zebedee—also Known as sons of 
thunder—were ambitious men. 
They wanted to sit at the right 
and left hand of Jesus, which is 
certainly a worthy goal in life. 
Who of us would not commend a 
Christian today whose ambition 
is to be so near and dear to the 
Lord? But James and John di- 
vulged the inadequacy of their 
perception and the taint of their 
desires when they added the 
words “In your glory.’’ They did 
not aspire to, or at least they did 
not think of, standing at their 
Lord’s side or working there, but 
of sitting there when the hour of 
his authority came. They asked 
to be his right- and left-hand men 
—not when he walked the long 
road of service, not when he stood 
in the baptism of persecution, 
not when he drained the bitter 
cup of suffering, but when at last 
he reigned triumphant above it 
all. 

Such greatness is the heathen 
kind, the commonest kind, the 
kind most widely sought by lit- 
tle men in their eagerness to be 
regarded as big. Jesus calls us 
to those ways and works by 
which God measures a man’s true 
size, and by which Jesus himself 
towers above the brassy and 
pompous tyrants of his age and 
ours. The are ways and works 
of perseverance in service, and of 
love with courage. To those who 
aspire to this kind of greatness 
—which is ultimately the only 
kind—our Lord promises only a 
baptism and a cup like his own, 
plus the assurance that it is God 
alone who will rank men accord- 
ing to their true place in the 
Kingdom which is to come. 


in every 
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W ay is it the terrible things 
people do are always played up in 


our news? We seldom read a 
newspaper that we don’t see a 
headline glaring at us about juve- 
nile delinquency. 

Magazines are full of sugges- 
tions as to what can be done to 
prevent it. No one will argue 
against that. Most of us heartily 
agree this is right, for we realize 
these boys and girls are going to 
be voters soon. They, too, will be 
the mothers and the fathers of 
our nation in such g short time. 

But my quarrel with the news 
reporting is that it doesn’t print 
enough about the fine, outstand- 
ing youngsters of our schools and 
churches. Every American 
Church can furnish plenty of ex- 
amples of teenagers who are not 
delinquents. 

For two years I’ve been watch- 
ing a constructive program de- 
velop right before my eyes. A 
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by Chloe Holt Glessner 


group of young people in my 
church are truly learning to put 
Christianity into action in a way 
that warms my heart. 

As I gazed over the choir this 
morning I counted the high 
school-age people using their 
talents this way. Over half of 
the group fell in the teen-age 
category. 

Last Sunday the Communion 
was served by four high school 
boys. In fact, the junior deacons 
serve one Sunday each month. 
The thing which has impressed 
me is their faithfulness. When it 
is their turn to serve, they are al- 
ways there. That is more than 
can be said of some adult dea- 
cons. 

Recently we knew we had to 
buy new hymnals for our young 
church, as we had been using 
some cast-offs from University 
Place Christian Church. We had 
decided we needed at least 150 of 
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them. Who do-you think shoul- 
dered the responsibility of getting 
pledges from the members to buy 


the books? It was the Christian 
Youth Fellowship! They did not 
stop with 150 but collected 
enough money for 164 hymnals. 

This group of only about 
twenty have pledged more for 
missions per capita than any 
group in the district. Best of all, 
they have raised the money to 
fulfill their pledges. How have 
they earned the money? Many of 
them have spent Saturdays col- 
lecting papers and magazines to 
sell for scrap paper. 

With the help of their sponsors 
and some of their mothers the 
CY¥F’ers served homemade chili 
to the membership. Indeed this 
was some feat since we are not 
equipped for doing such things. 
Our kitchen is small and the 
dishes are almost nil. They 
succeeded in clearing $25 toward 
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their missions pledge. And this 
last year not only did they earn 
enough to fulfill their rather 
heavy pledge to missions, but 
they went over the top. 

When last Youth Day rolled 
around, our youngsters took com- 
plete charge of the morning serv- 
ices. John Flagg, who goes to 
M.I.T. next year, and Mike 
Woolum gave sermonettes. Eliza- 
beth Barnhill guided the Com- 
munion service. The prayer for 
the loaf was well given by Pat 
Woolem and for the cup L. B. 
Davis did a superb job. The 
junior deacons did the serving. 

Mrs. Flagg said to me only this 
morning, “John is going away to 
M.I.T. next year. I feel so much 
more confident of him being on 
his own because of his church. It 
has meant so much to him.” 

Among this group are two 
who have won high scholastic 
honors. They are John Flagg 
and Elizabeth Barnhill. John was 
one of the finalists in the West- 
inghouse Science Quiz. He goes 
to M.L.T. next year. 

Besides, John was able to pass 
the stiff entrance examination 
with flying colors. Elizabeth was 
one of the students who recently 
received high honors at North- 
west Classen for getting straight 
A’s in English. She belongs to 
the National Honor Society. As 
if this isn’t enough, Elizabeth 
won two scholarships. 
church she is the secretary of the 
CYF; besides she teaches a Sun- 
day school class. 

Two other of these young peo- 
ple have high aspirations reli- 


giously. Garrett Sliger has 
pledged himself to full-time 
Christian service. He plans to 


study for the ministry. Richard 
Jeffries feels his call will be the 
mission field. Richard had the 
honor of being a representative to 
Boys’ State this year. He-was 
one of the runners-up for an im- 
portant office in this great char- 
acter-building organization. 

I must not fail to tell of the 
Woolum twins, Pat and Mike— 
two redheads. I can never tell 
who is who, but these boys are 
talented in art. Whenever the 
Church needs posters or some- 
thing special in art someone says, 
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In her . 


“Where’s the Woolum twins?” 

There’s Betty Taylor who is 
showing her industry and capabil- 
ity by acting as Church secretary 
this summer. Betty finished the 
tenth grade in May. I'd say that 
was a pretty good record for a 
tenth grader. 

Petite and dainty Nancy 
Hicock, another sophomore, is 
faithful to the choir and her 
CYF work. 

I’m thinking back to the days 
when I attended Christian En- 
deavor and our meeting were 
pretty prosaic, often quite mean- 
ingless. Extemporaneous prayers 
just were not given. That isn’t 
true of our CYF’ers. In fact, 
they pray prayers which would 
make many adults hang their 
heads. 

In our young, growing church 
which started only three years 
ago with twenty-two members, it 
seems remarkable that such fine 
leadership can develop so quickly. 
I believe there are two rea- 
sons for part of this develop- 
ment. First and foremost was 


a decision made by our church 
leaders before we even had a 
fully organized board. They 
voted unanimously to give one- 
tenth of our money to missions, 
and to pay one-half of the cost of 
any young person who went to 
young people’s conference. This 
year we gave 17 per cent of our 
budget to missions and we hope 
the time will come soon, when we 
shall be able to give as much to 
others as we keep for ourselves. 
Second, I feel our minister, 
Hugh Collett, and his fine wife, 
Nellie, deserve much credit for 
the Christian development of 
these youngsters. 

Anyway, this has given me a 
feeling of encouragement, espe- 
cially so after reading so much 
that’s critical about young people. 
I haven’t mentioned all of these 
“kids’’—some of them are not so 
well known to me, but they are a 
fine group. I am naive enough to 
believe this church or other 
churches they represent a few 
years hence will be in capable 
hands. 





A SUGGESTION 


—Pass on your books 


by James W. Carty, Jr. 


Fire is one of the oldest forms 
of power in the world. A guided 
missile is one of the newest forms 
of force. Whether new or old, 
each has its own particular ap- 
peal. Fire or a missile can be 
used for destructive purposes. 
Either can be used creatively—to 
warm and charm and help man. 

The negative and positive as- 
pects of one is described in Man 
Against Fire, a book by Bob 
Considine, noted newspaper col- 
umnist. 

The good or evil potentialities 
of the other are described in 
Earth’ Satellites, by Patrick 
Moore, fellow of the British 
Interplanetary Society. 

These are two books sent me 
for review for journals. 

Once they were read, they could 
have been relegated to the ob- 


scure corners of a bookshelf, but 
instead, I sent them to the Culver- 
Stockton College Library, so 
that other students could read 
and profit from them. 

Most ministers and laymen 
have many good books that they 
will read no more. 

They, too, could give them to 
college and university libraries. 

They could make a list of 
several good books—submit the 
page to a librarian and see which 
ones he would like—then forward 
them. 

This sharing of good literature 
helps keep up the accreditation of 
university libraries. 

More, it is a way of commu- 
nicating with dozens of unknown 
friends—people who would follow 
the Word—the Son of God. 
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Just Among Us Lay Folks 


° Let’s Know One Another 


A N UNINHIBITED conversa- 
tion of teen-agers is always inter- 
esting and sometimes revealing. 
Two girls got on the bus and 
plunked themselves in the seat 
opposite. 

One was quite perturbed. “I 
hate boys scattered all over the 
lot,’”’ she wailed. Then, she added 
“Of course when I get to know 
them they are rather interest- 
ing.” 

Out from the mass of ‘“un- 
knowns” into the select circle of 
“knowns” makes a world of dif- 
ference. 

I can imagine some _ pastor 
standing before his new congre- 
gation for the first time and cry- 
ing to himself “What indiffer- 
ence, casualness and unrespon- 
siveness. What have I done to 
deserve this?” 

Then in course of time the 
members crawl out of their shells, 
become live individuals. He calls 
in their homes, visits at the hos- 
pitals, consults in his study and 
comes to know them personally. 

A bond of respect and affection 
is formed which is one of the 
most precious ties on earth. 

A new recruit in the Primary 
Department could see nothing 
but bedlam in her assigned class, 
a mass of squirming, noisy 
youngsters. She went home dis- 
gusted and sick. 

In the weeks that followed, one 
by one individuals appeared out 
of the mass. Jennie had a curi- 
osity about a book she carried. 
Mary revealed a birthday gift 
and Martha cried over trouble 
at home. 

In the Gospels we are enjoined 
to “Love one another.” To many 
this may seem difficult to under- 
stand and to follow. As a step- 
ping stone, suppose we adopt this 
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slogan “Know one another.” 
Know your neighbor, your fellow- 
worker and others as opportunity 
affords. Know their __ back- 
grounds, problems, aspirations. 

As a starter we may well strive 
to know our fellow church mem- 
bers better. Often old-timers 
are embarrassed by introducing 
themselves to each other. Even 
where faces and names are 
known the items of personal in- 
terest are unknown. The time 
from the benediction to the “get- 
away” for Sunday dinner is all 
too short but could be used to 
better advantage. 

An elder meets a youth leader, 
learns that he is from a broken 
home, a senior in high school. 
He is giving faithful service in 
the Youth Fellowship and may 








by Carl R. Brown 


be interested in a Christian voca- 
tion. 

A deaconess pauses to talk to 
an elderly lady. Learns she has 
had a grave misfortune. Of 
course, the deaconess gave com- 
fort and later reported to the 
office and to the Circle Group. 

These incidents, out of a host 
of others, point to the opportuni- 
ties within our Christian Fellow- 
ship to “know” each other better 
and to our mutual benefit. 
Tragic losses must be_ taking 
place because of timidity, indif- 
ference or unChristian attitudes 
which restrain us from becoming 
better acquainted. 

To know people, as individuals, 
is usually to like them, to learn 
from them and in turn to influ- 
ence them. 


“MY FAMILY COMES FIRST” 


by J. Warren Hastings 


——— LEANED forward as she 
spoke: “I would like to take 
that office in the church which 
you have offered, but I cannot 
accept such a responsibility now. 
My children need me at this 
critical time in their lives and I 
feel I must be available to them 
at all times. 

“T already have an office in the 
church; but it does not entail 
the responsibility or the time 
that the position you want me 
to take does. When I take a 
position of leadership in my 
church, I plan to give it every- 
thing I have. I won’t take an 
office unless I can do justice to 
ic 


THE CHRISTIAN 


“IT wonder if you are giving 
your family too much of your 
time,” I commented. 

“Perhaps I am,” she continued, 
“but my husband and I are doing 
our best to guide our children. 
We labor and sacrifice for them 
and we love them with all our 
hearts. We are proud of them. 
When one of my girls comes 
home from school and wants to 
talk to me, I am going to be 
here. I pray that as a mother 
I shall not fail. 

“T suppose I am a slave for my 
family. I thrill with joy as I 
give them my all!” 

As we rode away from her 
house I thought—great service 
means wholehearted sacrifice. 
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Historical Society Honors 
Edgar DeWitt Jones 


DETROIT, MICH.—The late Dr. 
Edgar DeWitt Jones, for 50 years 
a Disciples minister, was hon- 
ored posthumously by the Disci- 
ples of Christ Historical Society, 
here, for his preaching and writ- 
ing in relation to religion and his- 
tory. 


Dr. Jones was for many years pas- 
tor of Central Woodward Church, 
Detroit, where the presentation was 
made. He had been a member of 
the church from its first year until 
his death in 1956. 

A plaque citing Dr. Jones’s “illus- 
trious service” was presented in De- 
cember to his widow and five chil- 
dren by J. Edward Moseley of In- 
dianapolis, chairman of the board of 
the Disciples of Christ Historical So- 
ciety. 

A former president of the Federal 
Council of Churches of Christ in 
America and of the Disciples’ Asso- 
ciation for the Promotion of Chris- 
tian Unity, Dr. Jones is commended 
in the citation for his leadership of 
the ecumenical movement in those 
two offices. 


Referring to his interest in Ameri- 
can history and especially his “zeal 
for Lincoln lore,” the plaque honors 
him for reminding the present gen- 
eration “of the spiritual roots of our 
American heritage.” 


Wellsburg, W. Va., Fire 


Damage estimated at $50,000 was 
the result of a fire which roared 
through the Wellsburg, W. Va., 
church in November. 

The fire broke out just before 
midnight and threatened to spread 
through the entire building until 
firemen were able to confine it’ to 
the front part of the second floor. 
Carl Johnson, Jr., pastor, said the fire 
apparently started in the area oc- 
cupied by a gas-fired water heater 
used for the baptistry. 

Three of the stained-glass win- 
dows were destroyed. On the first 
floor there was little damage ex- 
cept by water and smoke. The pas- 
tor reported that damage to the 
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building and contents was adequate- 
ly covered by insurance. 


For “Pam” White from 
The Florida Society 


Posthumous Citation 


OcaLA, FLA.—A memorial resolu- 
tion honoring the late E. “Pam” 
White, an outstanding leader among 
Florida Disciples, has been approved 
by the board of directors of the 
Florida Christian Missionary Society. 

Mr. White, who died Nov. 7, is de- 
scribed in the resolution as “afford- 
ing devoted and consecrated service 
to the Florida Christian Missionary 
Society, the Florida Christian Men’s 
Fellowship and other agencies of the 
churches.” 


The resolution gives acknowledg- 


ment of the major contribution 
which Mr. White made to the 
churches. 


Text of Resolution 


Following is the full text of the 
resolution: 


Whereas, for many years _ past, 
Brother E. White of Jacksonville, Flor- 
ida, has rendered great service to the 
Christian Churches of Florida, in af- 
fording devoted and consecrated serv- 
ice to the Florida Christian Mission- 
ary Society, the Florida Christian 
Men’s Fellowship, and the other agen- 
cies of the Churches; and 


Whereas, he has been ready and 
willing at all times, to serve in all 
capacities where opportunity offered ; 
and 

Whereas, the advance made by our 
churches in Florida has been nurtured 
under his advice and counsel; and 


Whereas, God, in His wisdom, has 
seen fit to call Brother White from 
this life to the life eternal ; 


Now, Therefore Be It Resolved by 
the board cf directors of the Florida 
Christian Missionary Society, that we 
are grateful that our Society and the 
churches of Florida have had the priv- 
ilege of working with our good friend, 
E. “Pam” White, and of having fel- 
lowship with him in the program of 
the Church of Jesus Christ in the 
State of Florida and in the nation; 
and 

Be It Further Resolved, that we ap- 
preciate the fine example which Pam 
White has exhibited, in readiness to 
serve, in offering sound advice, and 
in doing all things which a censecrated 
Christian should do; and 

Be It Further Resolved, that we are 
conscious of the great loss which the 
Society and the Churches of Florida 
have suffered in the loss of Pam White, 
and now record our sorrow and con- 
cern; and 


Be It Further Resolved, that this 
Resolution be spread on the records of 
the Florida Christian Missionary So- 
ciety and that a copy hereof, properly 
certified by the executive secretary, be 
furnished to his devoted wife. 


Four Years—525 Additions 
Mushroom Church 


Five hundred and 28 persons have 
been received into Hillside Church, 
Kansas City, Mo., since its organiza- 
tion a little over four years ago. 

The congregation had its begin- 
ning in November, 1954, when 24 
persons became members. There 
were 100 members within 10 months. 

The pastor of the church is Virgil 
E. Nalley. 


Widow of Stove Company 
Founder Gives Church $10,000 


Mrs. Tappan Dies 


MANSFIELD, OHIO—Mrs. Ella B. 
Tappan, 97, widow of W. J. Tappan, 
founder of the Tappan Stove Com- 
pany, Mansfield, Ohio, died Nov. 24 
at her home here. 

“Her influence in the Mansfield 
Church through the years gave great 
spiritual strength to the congrega- 
tion,” said William C. Newman, her 
minister. 

She has bequeathed $10,000 to the 
local church through her will. She 
is survived by four children. 


Young People Featured 
In “Sports Hlustrated” 


Disciples’ Cheerleaders 


Members of Central Christian 
Church, Lexington, Ky., had more 
than the usual Kentucky pride in 
the Sports Illustrated article, “A 
Cheerleader’s Lot Is Not Always a 
Happy One” (Dec. 8, 1958). 

In the beautiful color photographs 
made at the NCAA basketball 
tournament in Louisville last March, 
there are excellent candid shots of 
Pat Nallinger, active youth leader; 
Jimmy Robinson, faithful deacon, of- 
ficial University of Kentucky score 
keeper; and Coach Adolph Rupp, all 
Central members. P.S.: Kentucky 
won the tourney! 





@ The church at Whitehall, Mont., 
one of the oldest congregations in 
the state, received a $5,000 bequest 
from the estate of the late Eilbert 
Vry, who died Oct. 23, 1958.—GLEN 
A. HOLMAN 
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First in Series Held 
At Phillips University 


Unity Consultation 


The graduate seminary at Phillips 
University in Enid, Okla., was the 
scene of the first of ten consulta- 
tions concerning Christian Unity to 
be held at various colleges during 
the next few months. 


Dean Stephen J. England was gen- 
eral chairman of the meeting, as- 
sisted by Dr. E. M. Hawkins and 
Dr. G. Edwin Osborn, professors in 
the seminary. 


Four study papers were prepared 
and presented to the combined 
group of ministers and lay people 
and seminary students concerning 
four areas of Christian unity. 


The first paper on Christian unity 
imperatives was presented by George 
G. Beazley, minister at Bartlesville. 
Orval Holt, Chickasha minister, pre- 
sented the hope of Disciples for 
unity; and William C. Howland, Jr., 
of Fort Smith, Arkansas, gave the 
specific issues involved in a merger. 

G. L. Messenger, minister at Still- 
water, concluded the presentation of 
the papers with the involvements 
and commitments of Disciples 
abroad. 


Main Conclusion 


The main conclusion drawn from 
the consultation was the need for 
more information and study at the 
level of the local congregation. Too 
often the minister is the only per- 
son familiar with the proposals and 
problems of the unity of church, and 
all need to be familiarized with 
them. The need was also felt for 
a theological statement of the ur- 
gency of Christian unity. Individual 
churches need to study the particu- 
lar positions of involvement which 
would arise with union or merger. 
To aid in better relations between 
various churches, they need to en- 
gage in cooperative projects and ex- 
periments. 

Dr. Robert Tobias, associate execu- 
tive secretary of the Council on 
Christian Unity, gave the closing 
statement of the Christian Unity 
Consultation. 

Similar unity consultations are to 
be held in colleges and seminaries 
across this country and in Canada, 
under sponsorship of the Council on 
Christian Unity and the divisions of 
World Mission and Home Mission of 
The United Christian Missionary So- 
ciety, together with the colleges in- 
volved. The last of the series will 
be held in Southern California in 
April. 

Other regional centers scheduled 
for the me@etings are the Disciples 
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Divinity House, Chicago; Lynchburg 
College, Lynchburg, Va.; Christian 
Theological Seminary, Indianapolis, 
Ind.; The Divinity School, Drake 
University, Des Moines, Iowa; North- 
west Christian College, Eugene, Ore- 
gon; Brite College of the Bible, 
Texas Christian University, Fort 
Worth, Texas; The College of the 
Bible, Lexington, Ky. Another meet- 
ing, exact location still to be an- 
nounced, will be held in cooperation 
with the Christian Churches’ All- 
Canada Committee in Toronto, On- 
tario, in January. 

Purpose of the discussions, ac- 
cording to the Council on Christian 
Unity, is to consider the Disciples’ 
position in the ecumenical, or Chris- 
tian unity, movement—the nature 
of the unity they hope for and what 
steps they should be taking to bring 
it about. 

Basis of the discussions is 99-page 
booklet containing studies by four 
Disciple scholars, Dr. Langdon 
Dilkey, Dr. Walter W. Sikes, Dr. W. 
B. Blakemore and Joseph M. Smith. 


$92,400 For Institute 
Grant to TCU 


A $92,400 grant has been received 
by Texas Christian University, Fort 
Worth, from the National Science 
Foundation in Washington, D. C., to 
conduct a Summer Institute for Sen- 
ior High School Teachers of Science 
and Mathematics. 

The summer institute will be held 
on the campus for six weeks start- 
ing early in June, 1959. 


Baders in Australia 


Welcome Visitors 


Dr. and Mrs. Jesse M. Bader were 
very welcome visitors to Australia 
in the fall. 


They visited every Australian 
state and also shared in the Federal 


* Conference meetings at Adelaide. 


Dr. Bader’s lectures at Colleges in 
Woolwich, N.S.W., and Glen Iris, Vic- 
toria, provided helpful instruction. 


Students expressed appreciation of 
Dr. Bader’s fine contribution. Mrs. 
Bader gained for herself a_ very 
favorable hearing at several sessions 
arranged by the women of the 
churches and by the Bible Societies. 


Interest in the World Convention 
of 1960 was stimulated by the visit. 
Dr. and Mrs. Bader are gracious 
ambassadors of the World Brother- 
hood. 


The new mission station in New 
Guinea was reported on at Federal 
Conference. A_ school is to be 
opened and a teacher and his wife 
are now taking charge. 


The Australian Government sub- 
sidizes financially all mission schools 
and medical work undertaken in 
this area which is under its control. 


THE DEATH in October of Dr. 
Mowll, the Anglican Archbishop of 
Sydney and the Primate of Australia, 
is a loss to the churches. A great 
missionary statesman, he spent years 
in China. He was president of the 
International Missionary Council.— 
A. W. STEPHENSON 





The Album Studios 


First Church, Twin Falls, Idaho, D. L. Hoffman, pastor, has received 91 
members as a result of an evangelistic campaign led by Murl Jones, pastor 
of the Caldwell Church. 
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Church Praises “Fiestaof Missions 


A “Fiesta of Missions” held by 
First Church, Riverside, Calif., 
proved to be a great success. 


The crowd was so large that it 
became necessary to eat in shifts, 
according to a report from the pub- 
lic relations committee. 


The “Fiesta” was a buffet supper 
which featured displays of various 
types providing information on the 
areas in which Disciples have mis- 
sions. 


The buffet supper was set up after 
the Sunday church school classes 
were each assigned a country or 
territory for which they were to ex- 
hibit things which most pertain to 
that country. 


Among the popular displays was 
the Haitian exhibit which featured 
two members of the Couples’ Class 
in costume and performing. 


Realism was the keynote of the 
Cuban show, as a live donkey was 
there to represent the most common 
mode of transportation on the island. 
A miniature landscape, illustrating 
the rich land and crops, was com- 
plete with plants growing in a 
shower of rain. 

Highlighting the Mexico exhibit 
was the breaking of a pinata by the 
junior class. The children had pre- 
viously stuffed the pinata with 
pounds of candy and yards of paper 
ribbons. 

A tape recording, cut by members 
of the class, was used in conjunction 
with slides being shown to describe 
missions in Jamaica. The “Fiesta” 
was a brainchild of the World Serv- 
ice Committee, under the chairman- 
ship of Mrs. Eleanor Scott. 





A popular feature of the “Fiesta” of 
Missions held by First Church in - 
Riverside, Calif., was the Haitian ex- 
hibit, where masked members of the 
“Couples for Christ Class” performed. 
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Religion in Action Emphasis: 
“Mad Rush to Nowhere” 


Drake and Religion 


Des MOINES, Ia.—Young people 
need to recognize Christian prin- 
ciples and adapt them to their own 
lives in this fast-moving age where 
all too frequently people are in “A 
Mad Rush to Nowhere.” 

This thinking from James Stoner, 
pastor of the North Christian Church 
of Columbus, Ind., set the tone for 
a “Religion in Action” week ob- 
served by Drake University students. 

Mr. Stoner, former director of the 
University Christian Mission of the 
National Council of Churches, was 
the principal speaker for the five- 
day event. 

Among those joining him in di- 
recting the thoughts of Drake stu- 
dents toward religious values were: 
Dr. Constance Nelson, clinical psy- 
chologist at Veterans’ Hospital, Kan- 
sas City, Mo.; Rabbi Philip Gershon 
of Temple Emanuel in St. Louis, 
Mo.; and Frank Nugent, principal of 
Dowling high school in Des Moines. 

An interfaith banquet bringing to- 
gether Drake students of many reli- 
gions opened “Religion in Action” 
week. It was held at the University 
Christian Church. 

High point of the week came at 
an all-University convocation at 
which Mr. Stoner challenged Drake 
students to “reach their ultimate 
goals by means of the immediate.” 

About 20 Des Moines clergymen 
joined the out-of-city speakers for 
informal discussions at the frater- 
nity and sorority houses on one eve- 
ning. One clergyman is invited by 
each organization to spend a portion 
of the evening discussing various 
topics relating to religion. 

Dr. Nelson, a clinical psychologist, 
discussed psychology, religion and 
basic problems of life at several 
meetings during her two-day stay on 
the Drake campus. 

Protestant worship services in 
Drake’s Oreon E. Scott Meditation 
Chapel opened each day. Following 
this, speakers and students alike ex- 
plored religious questions at convo- 
cations, in classes and in informal 
discussions. 


Gift to Bethany 


Michael Late Benedum, the Great 
Wildcatter, has donated $7,500 to be- 
gin an endowment fund at Bethany 
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College, the income from which will 
be used to purchase books on West 
Virginia as a part of the $250,000 
campaign to endow the operation 
of the Phillips Memorial Library 
which is now under construction. 

The Pittsburgh millionaire had 
previously established the Benedum 
Foundation Loan Fund, which now 
amounts to $22,500, at Bethany Col- 
lege and has made several other 
gifts to the school. 


Students at Pabellon, 
Mexico, Harvest Wheat 


Net 200 Pesos 


Students at the Mountain of Light 
farm near Pabellon, Mexico, har- 
vested enough wheat in their ‘“God’s 
Acre” project in 1958 to earn 200 
pesos. 


These young people are housed at 
the farm while attending school and 
beginning preparations toward the 
Christian ministry or other full-time 
Christian work or plan to become 
lay leaders in their home churches. 

They voted to send $8 to Capital 
for Kingdom Building to help on a 
dormitory for their own school and 
an equal amount for the Ecole 
Moyenne at Bolenge, Belgian Congo. 
Students at Ecole Moyenne are tak- 
ing business and other courses not 
covered in the preachers’ school or 
the teachers’ school. Disciple mis- 
sionaries help in the supervision of 
these schools. 

The gift for their own dormitory 
will help others to follow rather 
than the present group, who have 
resided in makeshift quarters. The 
cornerstone has been laid, however, 
for the first unit of a new dormitory. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 





Faces About the Christ. se Holmes 
Holston. John Knox Press. 215 pages. 
3.50 


The Rise and Fall of the Individual. 
By W. P. Witcutt. The Macmillan 
Company. 198 pages. $2.50. 

The Daniel V. McEachern Story. By 
E. C. Nance. The College Press. 246 
pages. No price given. 

Encyclopedia for Church Group Lead- 
ers. Edited by Lee J. Gable. Associa- 
tion Press. 640 pages. $7.95. 


The First Followers. By Colbert S. 
Cartwright. Teacher’s Quarterly. 143 
pages. $1. 


Pupil’s Quarterly, 143 mages. 
5e. Pupil’s Classbook, 32 pages. 5c 
Christian Board of Publication. 

Understanding the Bible. By Iris 
Ferren. Christian Board of Publication. 
Teacher’s Quarterly, 143 pages. $1. 
Pupil’s Quarterly, 143 pages. 75c. Pu- 
pil’s Classbook, 40 pages. 25c. 


5e 
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A Shopping Bag 
Full of Money... 


La Hermosa Victory 


A shopping bag was placed in 
front of the pulpit of La Her- 
mosa Christian Church in New 
York City’s crowded East Harlem 
area. 


“This is for your special 1958 
Rally Day offering,” said Apo- 


lonio Melecio, pastor of the 
Puerto Rican congregation. 
One by one, they came. It was 


a jammed room, so many envelopes 
went into the shopping bag. Then, 
as a guest preacher spoke, the 
church treasurer totaled the contri- 
butions—$10,500. 

“Too bad,” said Melecio, “but we 
just didn’t make our goal of $11,300 
for the building fund.” He was 
about to pronounce the benediction, 
when a man said, “I give $25 more.” 
A woman with two daughters in col- 
lege followed with $150. So it went 

. until $11,700 was reached. 

The pastor explained that La Her- 
mosa has a total of $42,000 in the 
bank and also hopes to get from 
$30,000 to $40,000 from the con- 
demnation sale of its present build- 
ing (soon due to feel the wrecker’s 
hammer). The grand total is $72,- 
000 to $82,000 on the congregation’s 
pledge of $100,000. 

The congregation is self-support- 
ing and its members earn an av- 
erage of $75 a week and must sup- 
port themselves and their families 
in the high-cost-of-living New York 
City area. 

Back in 1956 at the Des Moines 
International Convention the word 





had been spread about the crisis in 
Puerto Rican Disciple churches in 
New York. Convention-goers said 
“bravo” to the good work started by 
the Puerto Ricans in the big city, 
and declared that other Disciples 
would do their part and surely could 
raise $500,000. Having evangelized 
many of these very people in the 
Puerto Rican missions during the 
last 59 years, Disciples weren’t go- 
ing to let this opportunity and re- 
sponsibility go by without action, 
they said. 


IN 1957 the Week of Compassion 
was able to garner $63,000 for La 
Hermosa “over-and-above” the pre- 
viously announced appeal. This has 
gone into the purchase of property 
at Fifth Avenue and 110th Street, in 
the heart of the area in which 550,- 
000 Puerto Rican Americans are 
making their homes. 

Last year the New York Puerto 
Rican project was _ transferred 
and incorporated into the Capital 
for Kingdom Building appeal. Let- 
ters went out this month to churches 
participating in CKB (and others 
who will join) to extend their CKB 
commitments for a year—until June 
30, 1960—so that the last year’s 
money can go to La Hermosa. 

Donald O. Legg, CKB director for 
The United Christian Missionary So- 
ciety, said that “some churches and 
interested individuals already have 
sent in La Hermosa money” while 
others are just beginning to become 
aware of the need. In mid-1958 Dis- 
ciple churches had contributed $1,- 
811,000 on the total original CKB 
goal of $2,845,500. Now the goal 
must be $3,345,500 to meet the New 
York Puerto Rican challenge. 

“Our prayer is that each church 


Photo by C. A. Weesner 


Apolonio Melecio, pastor of La Hermosa Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) in New York City, addresses a group of Puerto Rican Americans. 
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in our Brotherhood will go this ‘sec- 
ond mile’ in Capital for Kingdom 
Building,” said Mr. Legg. 

“I am going to write Brother Me- 
lecio and ask him what kind of shop- 
ping bag he used on Rally Day,” the 
CKB director added with a grin. 


Wabash, Indiana 


Victorious Campaign 


The Wabash Christian Church, 
Wabash, Ind., Dr. George W. Cart- 
wright, minister, has completed a 
Board of Church Extension building 
fund campaign by oversubscribing 
their $70,000 goal by $10,847. 

The campaign, under the guest 
direction of Rolland H. Sheafor, vice- 
president and secretary of the Board 
of Church Extension, and Harold R. 
Watkins, general representative, 
raised a total of $80,847.51. Two 
hundred and fifty-six pledges were 
received, to be paid over a three- 
year period. 


Responsibilities Shift 


Mrs. Alice Liverett of Indianapolis 
has accepted added responsibilities 
in the Division of Home Missions 
and Christian Education of The 
United Christian Missionary Society. 

She will help to provide coordina- 
tion of the program activities of the 
churches working through state con- 
ventions and state planning sessions. 
Need for such service has been 
pointed out by local church leaders 
in sessions of the Home and State 
Missions Planning Council. 

The United Society board of trus- 
tees has approved the plan and pro- 
moted Mrs. Liverett from divisional 
associate to an administrative as- 
sistant in the division. 


“Higher Ground” 


Crysler Avenue Church, Independ- 
ence, Mo., has voted unanimously to 
move from its present location to a 
new site that includes seven acres 
of high ground just six blocks east 
of the new $12 million Blue Ridge 
Shopping Center. The congregation 
further voted to call upon the Arch- 
itectural Consultation and Fund- 
raising services of the Board of 
Church Extension. Harvey L. 
Humphrey is the minister. 





@ Robert E. Austin, who late this 
summer became pastor of the church 
at Groves, Tex., reports that Mrs. 
John Hughes was Woman’s Day 
speaker. She is the wife of the pastor 
of First Church, Port Arthur, Tex. 
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Former Premier of 
Southern Rhodesia 


Garfield Todd Visits States 


The Hon. R. S. Garfield Todd, 
former premier of Southern Rho- 
desia, Africa, visited Christian 
(Disciples) churches and friends 
in New York City, Washington, 
D. C., and Indianapolis, Ind., 
while traveling briefly in the 
United States on personal busi- 
ness. 


Mr. Todd visited churches and Mis- 
sions Building in Indianapolis, includ- 
ing a conference on Nov. 10 with 
representatives of the World Mission 
division of The United Christian Mis- 
sionary Society. 

Progress in providing a_ better 
economic life and better education 
for Southern Rhodesian African peo- 
ples is neither a figment of the 
imagination nor a politician’s dream 
in the last several years, Mr. Todd 
said. 

“More than 30,000 African families 
have been enabled to obtain small 
farms of their own. This has re- 
sulted in actual increase in the 
productivity of the land because the 
individuals take more interest in 
farming for themselves,” he said. 

Grade school education facilities 
have been made available to thou- 








The Honorable R. S. Garfield Todd (1.), former prime minister of Southern 
Rhodesia, talks with Robert G. Nelson and Virgil A. Sly at the United Chris- 
tian Missionary Society offices in Indianapolis. 


retary of the Africa department. 


sands more and is being worked out 
more fully as many additional teach- 
ers are being trained and pressed 
into service, Mr. Todd said. 

Mr. Todd, who is vice-president of 
the World Convention of _ the 
Churches of Christ (Disciples), dis- 
cussed with United Society officials 
the work being carried on in the 
Union of South Africa through its 
representative, Basil Holt, at Jo- 
hannesburg. The future possibilities 
of cooperative work in Southern 
Rhodesia—especially Bulawayo and 
Salisburg—also were among the 
topics of conversation. 

Mr. Todd, who went to Southern 
Rhodesia in 1934 as a missionary of 
the New Zealand Churches of Christ 
(Disciples) and served in this capac- 
ity for nearly 20 years, declared after 
his talks in Indianapolis that he feels 
he now has a much better idea of 
American churches and their aims 
and plans in their world outreach 
program. 

From 1953 until early 1958 Mr. 
Todd was prime minister of his coun- 
try and head of a predominant politi- 
cal party. He also was an active 
leader in the Central African Federa- 
tion (Southern and Northern Rho- 
desia and Nyasaland). 





Photo by Thomas P. Inabinett 


United Society’s division of world mission. 
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Mr. Nelson is executive sec- 
Dr. Sly is executive chairman of the 


Brotherhood News 


New Director 


Inspiration Point 


ENID, OKLAHOMA—Roy F. Horton, 
Chetopa, Kan., has been selected as 
general manager of the year-round 
retreat and recreational center at 
Inspiration Point near Eureka 
Springs, Ark., which is owned by 
Phillips University. 

Announcement was made by Pres. 
Eugene S. Briggs of Phillips Uni- 
versity. Horton is an experienced 
manager of camps, retreats, work- 
shops and recreational activities. 

Inspiration Point is located on 
Sugar Loaf mountain on the banks 
of White river midway between Gate 
Way and Eureka Springs, Ark. 

Phillips University’s center at 
Inspiration Point has been the meet- 
ing place of young people’s confer- 
ences, Christian Men’s Fellowship 
retreats, Phillips University Fine 
Arts Colony summer sessions, recrea- 
tional activities of Bible classes, 
annual Christian Women’s Fellow- 
ship conference, as well as of many 
national organization meetings. 


Phillips Memorial Library 


$118,000 for Books 


BETHANY, W. Va.—More than 
$118,000 for the purchase of new 
books for the $1 million Phillips 
Memorial Library now under con- 
struction at Bethany College has 
either been donated or pledged by 
various institutions and individuals. 

The new library will contain 150,- 
000 volumes at its peak. 

The late Anna Ruth Bourne es- 
tablished a fund of $12,749 for the 
purchase of books and the late Galen 
Campbell Hartman established a 
fund in the amount of $25,615 for the 
same purpose. 

In 1955 the Kresge Foundation 
made a grant of $25,000 and, at the 
urging of Bethany President Perry 
E. Gresham, agreed to supply an 
additional $25,000 if other constitu- 
ents of the college would match the 
amount by June 1, 1959. It is ex- 
pected that considerably more than 
$25,000 will be raised by June 1. 


Book by Jim Carty 


James W. Carty, Jr., religious news 
editor of the Nashville Tennessean, 
is author of a newly published book, 
Nashville as a World Religious Cen- 
ter, which was published by Cullom 
& Ghertner Co., Nov. 30. 

Complimentary copies of the book 
are being sent to 644 ministers, 
civic, business and governmental 
religious leaders. 
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At Santa Ana 


Children’s Church 


SANTA ANA, CALIF.—For more 
than two years ‘‘Children’s 
Church’ has been held simulta- 
neously with the early morning 
worship service at First Church 
here. 


Under the supervision of adults, 
children take part in the reading 
of the scripture, giving of prayers 
and music. The regular church serv- 
ice is our pattern and it is carried 
through in the same manner from 
beginning to end. 

Men of the church, who have gone 
into full-time Christian service, have 
been among those delivering the 15- 
minute sermons. 

A. S. Bash, a retired minister of 
the congregation, has preached 
many times, as well as three public 
school teachers, Dr. Joe McClain, 
Bob Betts and Wally Leecing. Byron 
Mayfield, the assistant minister, 
often preaches to the children. 

Each Sunday an elder serves at 
the Communion table and gives the 
morning prayer. 

Music is under the direction of the 
children’s choir director, and a high 
school girl serves as organist. Chil- 
dren feel very much a part of the 
church. The choir wears robes and 
participates in the singing of prayer 
responses, introits and anthems. A 
“robing mother” assists the children 
in getting on robes and hanging 
them up properly after each service. 

The boys, serving as elders and 
deacons, wear boutonnieres made 
by Mrs. George Allison, from wood 
fiber and are very proud to serve 
God in this way. The _ worship 
director assigns the different parts 
of the worship service to the chil- 
dren as they want to participate. 
The scripture, which is selected by 
the minister of the day, the call to 
worship, offertory and benediction 
prayers are assigned several days in 
advance of the service and are all 
listed in the bulletins. 

Once a month the entire church 
leaves the chapel and enters the 
sanctuary in a body. This gives the 
choirs an opportunity to sing an- 
thems and responses for the adult 
service, as well as a time for the 
children to respond to the invitation 
at the close of the service. 

Children’s church has been widely 
praised. Members of First Church 
think that all churches should pro- 
vide such a service for children in 
grades one through six. 

This is a place where they can 
worship on their own age level, ser- 
mons are geared to meet their own 
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Children’s Church in Santa Ana. Photo by Rich Bassett. 


needs, and the children’s church is 
a real training school for future 
churchmen and churchwomen. 


From Society Staff 
Education Counselor 


The religious education depart- 
ment of The United Christian Mis- 
sionary Society is making available 
the services of Miss Fannie Bennett 
of Indianapolis for counseling local 
churches in Christian education cur- 
riculum and _ leadership training 
problems. 

Miss Bennett has been a depart- 
mental associate in religious educa- 
tion since 1951. 

Other parts of her assignment in- 
clude providing information about 
local church directors of religious 
education and about churches that 
are seeking such directors through 
the department of religious educa- 
tion as part of the brotherhood pro- 
gram of ministerial placement. 

Miss Bennett is a graduate of 
Bethany College, Bethany, West Vir- 
ginia, and received the master’s de- 
gree at Butler University. She has 
a total of 20 years’ experience in 
various capacities with the United 
Society. 


Hiram Scholarships 


HIRAM, OHIO—An enlarged pro- 
gram of scholarship awards totaling 
$67,000 has been announced by Hi- 
ram College President Paul F. Sharp. 


The new program, representing a 


20 per cent increase over last year 
in the total of awards, will make 
available 48 scholarships to graduat- 
ing high school seniors eligible to 
enter Hiram College in the Fall, 
1959. 


Presentation by Son 





Stanley Bartlett, pastor of First 
Church, North Eaton, Ohio (left), 
presented the “honored minister” 
gold service pin to his father, Frank 


Bartlett, formerly pastor of the 
church in Kenton, Ohio (right), at 
a recent ceremony in First Church, 
Steubenville. 

Second from left is George Morri- 
son, chairman of the board of the 
church at Steubenville and second 
from right is George Crenshaw, 
pastor at Steubenville. 
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Money Talks 


Money talks as much as ever, but 
what it says nowadays makes less 
cents.—FRANK G. MCINNES. 


It Had to Happen! 


The Milwaukee Journal carries a 
note on the editorial page: “Address 
all correspondence to specific person 
or department.” 

Recently, a letter arrived, ad- 
dressed to, “Specific Person, 333 W. 
State St.” 


Biblical Injunction 


The minister of a South Haven, 
Michigan, church is reported to have 
posted a sign in front of the main 
entrance to the building: “Thou 
shalt not park from here to the cor- 
ner.” 


The sergeant in charge of testing 
the new recruits laid a paper before 
the captain. 

H-m-m,” he said, “this is pretty 
bad, isn’t it?” 

“Yes, sir,” said the sergeant, “It’s 
not even good enough to keep him 
in the service.” 

“How bad was his grade?” asked 
the captain. 

“Well, sir,” the sergeant replied, 
“25 points less and he would be a 
vegetable.” 








“I just want to cash a personal 
check. How do you write one?” 
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Baders in Hawaii 


HONOLULU, Hawat—Dr. and Mrs. 
Jesse M. Bader stopped in Honolulu 
for a two-day visit on their trip 
around the world Nov. 4-5. 

He spoke to the Honolulu Minis- 
terial Union at their regular month- 
ly breakfast Nov. 5 and later cut 
a tape for a radio broadcast with 
the executive secretary of the Hono- 
lulu Council of Churches, Kenneth 
Rewick. The same evening, Dr. and 
Mrs. Bader were guests of the First 
Christian Church for a church din- 
ner, when they spoke briefly of 


their trip and brought greetings 
from the churches around the world 
and extended an urgent invitation 
to attend the World Convention in 
Edinburgh, Scotland, Aug. 2-7, 1960. 

Also attending the dinner were 
Mr. and Mrs. Eldon Buck, son and 
daughter-in-law of Mr. and Mrs. 
Carlton Buck of Fullerton, Calif, 
who are en route to Kusaie, Caro- 
line Islands, as missionaries under 
the Congregational board. Mrs. 
Eldon Buck’s parents served as mis- 
sionaries there. Two young daugh- 
ters are with them.—GEORGE A. 
JACOBS. 





order from 


Scout Sunday Bulletin—Feh. 8 


| Make Scout Sunday a special Sunday this year 
by using these beautifully illustrated bulletins. 
*% Lithographed in full color 
*% Delivered flat for easy imprinting of 
your program 
*% Size: flat, 8Y2"” x 11"; folded, 8¥2,” : 
x 5Yn" 
65A270, $2.00 per 100; $14.00 per 1,000 


CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION 
Hox 1759, St. Louis 66, Mo. 
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New AT THE LORD'S TREASURY ° 


A practical manual for making offering a time of worship. Fifty- 
five units of worship on stewardship—each with text, additional 
Scripture reference, statement of stewardship and offertory prayer 


e 
. . . 52 Calls to Stewardship—each with offertory sentence and an 
invitation to share or an application of the verse ... a large collec- ° 
tion of appropriate poems 
either new or not readily ac- e 
cessible elsewhere. For Sun- 
day morning worship, for Ot Uae abe: Tenet eee 
women’s, men’s and youth * 


meetings, or for private de- 
votions. Completely indexed. 


BETHANY ELDER’S 


10A334. : COMMUNION KIT 
e Lightweight and flat, with 


a slip-on cover. Contains 4 
chalice cups,~a frosted, air- 
tight bottle, and polished 


AT THE LORD'S TABLE . 


Selected meditations by ex- ° parts A a 
perienced writers for use at e wt xX. Size, 
the communion table or as a AV,” x 64/4” x 11”. 45A439, 
worship aid. 10A255. © — $5.00. 
o 
10A334 | BOTH $350 
10A255) FOR CHRISTIAN BOARD 


OF PUBLICATION 
BOX 179, ST. LOUIS 66, miSsOURI 
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“The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 


—ALEXANDER CAMPBELL 





Demons or Disease? 


Editor, The Christian-Evangelist: 


H. W. Hunter endorses the idea of 
putting more “bite” in the articles. 
(C-E, Nov. 10, 1958.) I feel that the 
time has come to put “bite” in some 
of the letters also. 

In the same issue in the lesson 
material on “Christian Concern for 
Health” the writer says, “It ought 
not to bother us that people thought 
that those who were ill were ‘pos- 
sessed with demons.’” Then the 
idea is brought out that demons did 
not possess people but that it was 
sickness caused by germs. Then Je- 
sus cast seven germs out of Mary 
Magdalene, still more out of the 
man of the Gadarenes and was just 
“kidding” when he told his apostles 
to cast out demons. 

Also the writer seems to indicate 
that the healing done by Jesus was 
on a par with that of the modern 
doctor. If the healing and raising 
of the dead which were done by Je- 
sus were not miracles then neither 
was his birth nor his resurrection 
and “your faith is also vain’ and 
“we are of all men most miserable!” 
Many generations have tried to ex- 
plain away the miracles of Jesus and 
explain away Jesus himself but 
please let our commentators refuse 
to do so.—Harlie Camp, Burlington, 
Colo. 


Editor’s Comment: We are uncer- 
tain whether Brother Camp is con- 
tending that God has changed the 
cause of disease since Bible times, 
or that it is still caused by demons. 
As to his surmises: “kidding,” Jesus 
on a par with modern doctors, and 
explaining away the resurrection— 
this is his “if” clause, certainly not 
ours. As readers of the column for 
nine years know, we testify con- 
tinually to our absolute faith in the 
resurrected Christ, our divine Sav- 
ior. 


A Protest 


Editor, The Christian-Evangéelist: 

In the Nov. 3 issue of The Chris- 
tian(?)-Evangelist I see where 
Glenn L. Archer, executive director 
of POAU, had written to Dulles con- 
cerning the legality of American 
cardinals voting for a new pope for 
the Catholic Church. Now I am 
wondering why a Christian publica- 
tion need take every opportunity to 
smear the habits of another faith 
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(Catholic). If Mr. Archer thinks 
those cardinals should lose their U.S. 
citizenship because they attend a 
meeting of their church and vote a 
new head to that church then I 
maintain that members of Kiwanis 
International (to name one organi- 
zation) should lose their U.S. citi- 
zenship when they attend and vote 
for new officers at their interna- 
tional conventions. Pretty silly, isn’t 
it? 

We Christians have such a great 
faith to live up to we need all our 
strength just for that, and to be- 
little the faith of another hurts our 
faith more. 


Hoping our publication never 
stoops to such smallness again, I 
remain—Mrs. Edna Ford, Lewistown, 
Ill. 


Editor’s Comment: The Roman 
Catholic Church is no Kiwanis Club, 
Mrs. Ford. Where the “smear’ is, 
in Mr. Archer’s remarks, we fail to 
see. Mr. Archer was being led by 
the remarks of the late Pius XII, 
who said that the Vatican is more 
than the center of the church, it is 
“a sovereign state.” Surely it is not 
smallness to accept the pope at his 
own word. If the Vatican is a “sov- 
erign state,” how can a citizen of 
the U.S.A. swear allegiance to it— 
this was Mr. Archer’s point. Our 
State Department decided that the 
Vatican’s “statehood” is decidedly a 
secondary matter, thus clearing the 
American cardinals. POAU  dis- 
agrees. 


Minister Not a Layman 


Editor, The Christian-Evangélist: 


Some of the things in your edi- 
torial entitled “Protestant Tertiar- 
ies” (C-EH, Oct. 13, 1958) stirred up 
feelings that I have had for some 
time. Now I must put them into 
words. 

Too much has already been said 
about how the minister is just an- 
other layman. He is not. He dare 
not be. The minister is the shep- 
herd of the sheep. 

. .. The Protestant doctrine of the 
priesthood of all believers has been 
so twisted as to thwart effectively 
the prophetic leadership and _ insti- 
tutional responsibility of most min- 
isters, 

The perversion of this doctrine 
has caused us to put the highest 
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premium upon the minister who is 
a “good fellow,” “one of the boys,” 
and has made it almost impossible 
for a minister to stand up for 
Christ’s sake at those times when a 
board is moved by selfishness, or a 
congregation acts out of prejudice. 
He conforms, or he leaves. 

A minister is not another layman. 
He is a man of God. If he is not, 
then he is failing his ordination 
vows. If we expect our ministers 
to be ministers, we must recognize 
that they are set apart, by their own 
commitment, and by action of the 
church. 

We will have enough ministers 
when the ministry is afforded the re- 
spect it deserves. Men are willing 
to surrender to a calling which is 
really a setting apart for the service 
of God. But only the stubborn are 
going to endure the social dangers 
and personal hurts of the Christian 
ministry after discovering that they 
may do all this and yet occupy a 
position so “commonized” that it is 
impossible for them to make the 
witness they alone can make! 

A minister is not another layman. 
No thoughtful layman will ask him 
to be.—Charles Harvey Lord, Villa 
Park, Ill. 


Editor’s Comment: It still seems 
like a functional distinction rather 
than a theological, sacramental one. 
This was our only point. 


In Honor 


Editor, The Christian-Evangélist: 


I attended a Christian funeral. 
The little lady whom we delighted 
to honor was a little crippled wom- 
an who had spent 65 years in brave, 
uncomplaining bearing of her own 
burdens and everyone’s else. She 
had “washed the feet of the saints,” 
also nursed and taxied all the neigh- 
bors. 

For years when my load was “get- 
ting me down” I called on Kate. I 
never told her my troubles. After 
a short visit I’d go on my way re- 
stored. The troubles did not seem 
so desperate. 

She had selected the scripture 2 
Timothy 4:6-9, the songs and sing- 
ers and pall bearers, all friends. 

The whole service was a beautiful, 
reverent, thankful worship. We 
friends honored ourselves by our ap- 
preciation of a worthy life.—Rachel 
Fletcher, Sunnyside, Wash. 
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They Must Be “God Called” 
Enlisting Workers: 


Brotherhood News 


SMALL CHURCH CHORE 


by Wallace A. Ely 


In most small churches the greatest need is for workers. 


Indeed 


those willing to be officers or teachers in the Sunday church school 
are so few that some must fill many offices. 


These people sometimes assume so 
much authority that other members 
of the church grow into a feeling of 
unimportance and establish the prac- 
tice of doing as little as possible. 

How can workers be enlisted? To 
begin with the needs should be 
placed upon the hearts of all church 
members. Never should anyone be 
criticized for his not taking a place 
of leadership; instead he should be 
made to understand that the need is 
great and that what he does (or does 
not) do is a matter between him and 
God. 

If a church member goes forth as 
a man-called worker instead of a 
worker called and led by the Holy 
Spirit he gets off on the wrong foot. 
Workers should be instructed, not 
chided, invited, not coerced. 

Challenge workers with a big task. 
Keep them busy going after pros- 
pects and absentees. Set a goal that 
will challenge the best efforts of all, 
but can be reached if everyone does 
his best. 

The pastor of a large city church 
went to hold a revival in a small 
rural church that had an average 
Sunday church school attendance of 
19. The pastor and Sunday school 
officers and teachers had decided 
upon a goal of 50 on the last Sunday 
of the revival. The visiting minister 
was astonished at the smallness of 
the goal. He demanded that it be 
raised to not less than 75. Con- 
sidering a nearby community that 
had no church, 50 more prospects 
could be found and the people had 
overlooked them. 

Set goals for every service and 
organization of the church. Goals 
provide challenge to all. 

Establish goals for attendance at 
district and state meetings. Provid- 
ing adequate and comfortable trans- 
portation for all, will make the trip 
more pleasant and will tend to in- 
crease the attendance. 

Other worthy goals may be: re- 
decoration of buildings and grounds, 
repairs, additions and alterations, 
new buildings or recreational facili- 
ties. Carpenters and other crafts- 
men can use their skills to the glory 
of God by working evenings and days 
when they are not otherwise em- 
ployed. 

Work well done should be recog- 
nized personally and publicly. This 
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encourages further labors on behalf 
of the church. 

The common rules of making peo- 
ple happy should be applied to 
church workers. All members of the 
church should remain willing to help 
all other members to solve their 
problems of life, make them feel 
wanted, loved, composed, successful, 
and with an absence of anger or 
fear. 

If the church succeeds in doing 
these things, it will be a church to 
which many people will want to go. 
It will be a church in which people 
will work. 





@ Wilhelm Park Christian Church, 
Baltimore, Md., celebrated its golden 
anniversary with a series of seven 
services, Oct. 12-19. Dr. Andrew B. 
Eickhoff has been minister of the 
church since 1945. Among the 
speakers was Prof. Andrew R. Eick- 
hoff, head of the department of 
religion, Bradley University, Peoria, 
Ill. 


@Dr. Scott L. Tatum, pastor of 
Broadmoor Baptist Church, Shreve- 
port, La., was guest speaker at a 
dinner meeting under the auspices of 
the Christian Men’s Fellowship of 
Kings Highway Christian Church, 


Shreveport. This was one of a series 
of evening dinner meetings which 
included a message by Mark Ruther- 
ford, national director of men’s work 
for the United Christian Missionary 
Society. 


TOUR MIDDLE EAST/USSR 


With experienced Christian leader, recognized authority 
on the Middle East, past and present. Choice of Middle 
East tours: Spring, March 18; Summer, July 1; Christ- 
mas, December 9. USSR Russia By Motorcoach tours 
weekly May through September. For details on these 
all-expense 28-day Middle East air tours, or the 18-day 
deluxe Russia By Motorcoach tours, write: 

MAUPINTOUR ASSOCIATES, 101 Park Ave., New York 

Middle East/USSR travel specialists 


—BOOK MANUSCRIPTS— 
CONSIDERED 


by cooperative publisher who offers authors early 
publication, higher royalty, national distribution. 
and beautifully designed books. All subjects wel- 
comed. Write, or send your MS directly. 
—a BOOK PUBLISHERS, INC. 
Atten. MR. FISKE 489 FlFTH AVE. 
NEW YORK 17, N. 

















LOOKING FOR A CHANGE? 


WANTED: Director of Christian 
Education as staff replacement, to 
begin about June 30, 1959, by a 
Community Church of Northwest 
Chicago. Your inquiry will be 
held in confidence. This is an 
opportunity for indefinite tenure 
in pleasant associations. Write 
Cyril K. Richard, Pastor—4541 
Peterson Avenue, Chicago 46. 
Will pay your expense for coming 
for interview. 
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With wisdom, sophistication and reverence the author 
brings his reflections on the Psalms, one of the most 
widely read and loved books of the Bible. 
illuminating intelligence discovers truth in paradox, 
joy in despair, possibilities in limitations. 
the intimate reflections of a receptive and reverent 
spirit, of a mind in constant pursuit of what is good. 


CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION, Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 


Reflections 
on the Psalms 
by C. S. Lewis 


His rare, 


Here are 
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TOWARD 
A 
BETTER CHURCH 





Samuel F. Pugh* 


Responsibilities of an Outgoing Officer 


E WAS an intelligent and 

dedicated young layman, a 
man that any firm would be glad 
to train as a future executive, a 
man that I wished had chosen the 
ministry as his life vocation. She 
was pretty, alert, progressive— 
and glad to be his wife. We were 
having a snack together after an 
evening session of an institute on 
church administration. His con- 
victions were supported by many 
facts and a creative mind that 
sparkled until it thrilled me with 
its creativity. 

He was talking about the re- 
sponsibility of every church 
leader to his successor. And 
what he said made sense. 

“Every person,” he was say- 
ing, “has an obligation to the one 
who has been selected to con- 
tinue the work as a new officer. 
A department or committee 
chairman should never step out 
and allow aninexperienced 
worker take over ‘cold.’ There is 
no worse feeling than having a 
job and not knowing what to do 
with it and yet we allow many 
new leaders to begin a job with- 
out instruction.” 

My nod of approval encouraged 
him to continue. 

‘When I accepted a job I wrote 
to the United Society and said 
it was all new to me and I needed 
help. I received a whole packet 
of material—and suggestions for 
more that could be ordered from 
Christian Board of Publication 
in St. Louis. I ordered. When 
the materials arrived I studied 
each piece until I felt that I knew 





*Samuel F. Pugh is national di- 
rector of church development of 
The United Christian Missionary 
Society, Indianapolis, Indiana. 
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my job. It seems to me that 
there should be a bibliography or 
a packet of sample resource ma- 
terials for every officer in the 
church. Everybody needs help if 
he is to get anywhere with his 
job.” 

My silent applause must have 
been obvious for as my mental 
tabulator recorded the ideas, he 
continued. 

“Every officer should create a 
book of management or sugges- 
tion guide for his own use and 
eventually to give to his succes- 
sor. This book should contain a 
job description for each person 
involved in the work. There 
should be a list of responsibilities 
and specific suggestions for ful- 





filling them. The book should 
contain basic information that 
will be needed and sources of as- 
sistance if obstacles are met. Ev- 
ery idea, problem, and method 
that might be of help to one’s 
successor should be included— 
with notes to interpret each sug- 
gestion. 

“As soon as a new officer has 
been selected the one in office 
should help him learn his job. To 
take him to meetings, interpret 
the materials, go over the duties 
of office, foresee the problems 
and’ possibilities is to give new 
confidence and effectiveness to a 
new officer or worker. When a 
leader does that he can be sure 
that the work he has started will 
continue without the losses that 
so often bring discouragement.” 

Who was I to tell this young 
couple about better churchman- 
ship? The hour was late and we 
parted—still talking about the 
satisfaction of finding new ways 
to do a job well. 

Members like these would 
strengthen the work in any 
church—and inspire the minister 
to do his best in every capacity. 

By the way, wouldn’t this 
young man’s suggestions work in 
your church? Try them and see. 
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The Graduate Seminary 


A Fully-Accredited Theological School 


Where adequate education opens the door to service of the church. 
Records show that alumni are now serving— 
As ministers in hundreds of Christian Churches, coast-to-coast, Can- 
over thirty presidents, deans and teachers in colleges 


As chaplains: thirty men on active duty with the armed forces. __ 
As foreign missionaries: forty in active service, under U.C.M.S., in 


On state staffs: twenty staff members, in eleven states. 
On national staffs: many in key executive positions, with the great 
National Benevolent Association 


United Christian Missionary Society 
For the service of the church, nothing can take the place of excel- 


Costs are moderate. Preaching opportunities are available. For cata- 


Dean Stephen J. England, The Graduate Seminary 
PHILLIPS UNIVERSITY, Enid, Oklahoma 
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Written by prominent Disciples of Christ leaders 


The complete production facilities of Family Films of Hollywood have been combined with the creative 
efforts of well-known Disciples of Christ writers to bring you three brand new kits of sound 
filmstrips that are especially pertinent to churches of our brotherhood. 








JESUS, THE FRIEND 


(4 color filmstrips and 2 records) 


Simple Bible stories that are used with four and five-year-old 
boys and girls in the kindergarten curriculum. Visualized 
especially for this age group by outstanding illustrators of church 
school lesson materials. Original musical scores utilize songs and 
themes familiar to kindergarten children. Pleasingly narrated 

by carefully selected voices on seven-inch 33% r.p.m. records, just 
the right length for small children’s attention span. 


Written by Jessie B. Carlson, Editor, Children’s Publications, Christian Board of Publication. 











DATING FOR OLDER TEENS 
(4 color filmstrips and 2 records) 


Filmstrips for older teen boys and girls, dealing with problems 
that are special concerns of 15 to 17-year-olds. Visualized in 

a style that will appeal to older teen-agers, by a group of former 
Walt Disney artists. Following the narration on each record 

are discussion “bands” that present related, follow-up material 
for pupil involvement and participation. 


CHRISTIAN HOME AND FAMILY LIFE KIT 
(4 color filmstrips and 2 records) 

Four sound filmstrips that give concrete, down-to-earth 
guidance in important areas of Christian family life. Useful 
with juniors through adults, but especially helpful for 
parents and family groups. 


Written by Dr. Richard E. Lentz, Family Life Director, The United Christian Missionary Society. 


These are just a few filmstrips from a group of 40 released this year by Family Filmstrips, featuring many new innovations 
. . . Built-in teaching helps such as “Purpose Of This Filmstrip” and “Things To Look For” frames at the beginning of the 
filmstrips, and recorded “Discussion Bands” at the end of the records for pupil participation. All filmstrips are carefully 
graded for each age group, and all have full sound recordings. 


Produced by Hamlly fl rastripd INC. 


JANUARY 11, 1959 


Order from CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION 
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Let’s Talk It Over 
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LET’S TALK IT OVER 





UESTION: Our minister 
thinks he should be privileged 
to attend meetings of all depart- 
ments and committees. Some- 
times we want to talk about 
things he has done or not done. 
Don’t you think he should at- 
tend only when invited? 


A NSWER: While I cannot 
imagine any minister wanting 
to sit through a meeting of the 
sewing circle, the quilting club, 
or the Boy Scout knot-tieing 
contest, yet if they are meetings 
of church people in the name of 
the church program I would 
hold that the minister has a 
right to at least look in on such 
meetings and perhaps ought to 
do so occasionally. If he is 
handy with the needle I would 
not object to his quilting a block 
or two—but I expect the ladies 
would object. 

If there has to be a gossip ses- 
sion about the minister I would 
suggest that it be held in some 
home and not in the name of 
Christ’s church. Most ministers 
I think would want to be present 
when they are being tried in the 
court of public opinion but they 
may ask for the privilege of 
presenting some evidence in 
their defense. In the name of 
justice I think he should have 
that right. 


QUESTION: We are about to 
call a new minister. When he 
arrives to begin his work don’t 
you ‘think we should tell him 
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not to become too involved in 
the area activities of our 
churches and interchurch or- 
ganizations? We think it better 
to tell him rather than let him 
become too involved and bring 
about widespread criticism of 
his loyalty to the local church. 


ANSWER: Recently I heard 
my beloved friend Dr. L. N. D. 
Wells say this “Any local church 
that is only local is not Chris- 
tian.” I am sure you want your 
church to be Christian. You no 
doubt have that name carved in 
your cornerstone. It is to be 
hoped that it has also been 
etched into your hearts. 

It is so easy for a local church 
to become selfish. It will say, 
“We pay our minister’s salary; 
therefore we want him to work 
for our church and not go run- 
ning around all over the county 
helping other churches.” A 
quick look at your church roll 
may show that half the mem- 
bers of your church came from 
those smaller churches _ sur- 
rounding your county seat or 
your city. The future growth of 
your church depends in no small 
amount upon the goodwill which 
your minister creates for the 
church in his wider ministries. 
If you do not trust your new 
minister you should get busy at 
once and cancel the call. The 
very worst thing you can do is 
to call a man who has been fully 
trained for his work and then 
allow a committee of bankers, 


by F. E. Davidson 


bricklayers and housewives to 
sit down with the new pastor 
and tell him what to do and 
what not to do. Any wise pastor 
will also accept gladly construc- 
tive suggestions that are made 
to him but I am sure will resent 
strongly any attempt of a few 
laymembers trying to tell him 
how to do the Lord’s work. 

My counsel would be that you 
receive your new pastor with 
confidence and love. Any church 
that regards its minister as a 
hired servant will either kill the 
minister or kill the church— 
maybe both. The great churches 
are those churches who have 
loved their pastor and have 
found that love coming back to 
them one hundred fold. Let us 
quote again “Any local church 
that is only local is not Chris- 


“Mrs. Quinz will now demonstrate 

how our Circle can quickly raise 

funds to furnish a room of our 
church.” 
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